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. WHAT MAT BE FOUND INSIDE. 
•Charles Bradlaugh explains to our readers the injustice done him 

by the British Parliament in excluding him from the seat to which 
he was three times elected. "Sir Oracle," in the Prophetic Depart
ment, predicts that Jay Gould's star is setting, and tells why he 
thinks so. The inside facts connected with the Nickel Plate road 
sale are given for the flrst time in these columns. The fatal blow 
dealt by Jay Qould at the New York Associated Press, and of which 
the New York public has been kept in ignorance till now, is also 
commented upon. Our special departments are full of interest, par-
ticidarly that devoted to real estate. Building, it seems, is far more 
active this year than last, while the official transfers show very large 
sales of realty. " Fort Sherman," corner of Broadway and Wall 
street, is criticised by an able writer, and some of the facts are given 
of the new street to be built under the pavement of Broadway, 
VanderbiWs great railroad schemes are also dwelt upon. 

Mutual Union into the field as the competitor at aU important 
points for the business of the Western Union. It is understood 
that the action of the Mutual IJnion in breaking away from Jay 
Gould has been prompted by the large interest connected with the 
New York Associated Press, and the capitalists who are about to 
lay a new cable between this country and Europe. So two 
monopolies have conspired in spite of themselves to give the country 
a better and cheaper telegraph service, as well as to establish free 
trade in news. W. H. Vanderbilt, D, O. Mills and Trenor W. 
Park, have, it is understood, become associated with Mutual Union. 

But we still adhere to the opinion that the telegraph service of 
the country should be in the hands of the government. It is 
intolerable that our business and family secrets should be at the 
mercy of Jay Gould or any other speculative operator. No country 
on earth would tolerate the present state of things except, alone, 
the United States. 

The Great Press Monopoly Ended. 
Thanks to Jay Gotild and his telegraph system, the destruction 

'of the New York Assqci^.ted Press monopoly has been accomplished 
•during the past week. For the last thirty-five years the news of 
the world has been collected by seven New York journals and sold 
to the newspapers throughout the country. This service has not 
been satisfrctory of late years to the Western newspapers, many of 
which are abler papers than any published in NPW York, 
and far more enterpiising. Last week the New York 
Associated Press was notified that its news was not 
required by any newspaper publisher west and south of 
the AUeghanies. The press of the West and South, it seems, 
ihave made a a agreement with Jay Gould by which the New York 
Associated Press has lost its monopoly for ever. The interior 
•papers get their European, as well as their Washington news, 
ithrough the facilities afforded the Western Union Telegraph Com-
3)any and the Atlantic cables in the Gould interest. 

Of course the monopoly died hard. The New York papers offered 
:to bind themselves for ten years, and to permit no liberty of action 
•among its members, if the Western Union Telegraph Company 
•would deal with them exclusively, and leave the Western and other 
newspapers out in the cold. This Jay Gould and his associates 
refused to do, as they had already promised the Western press that 
there should be a free field and no favor to any one organization. 
The New York press then begged for a truce of two weeks, which was 
granted, so that arrangements could be made by which the several 
associations could collect the news from all parts of the country. 
In the meantime, it is understood, that the Western Union is fur
nishing, free of cost, the news of the Western Associated Press to 
the newspapers on the California coast and in the Southwest. This 
is done with the hope of increasing telegraph business, as the news 
sent by the New York Associated Press to the outlying States has 
been poor in quality and scant in quantity. Jay Gould and his 
associates! argue very justly that it will be a great benefit to the 
telegraph system to allow free competition in news; the Western 
press permits its members to use the telegraph freely, while the 
New York association limited special telegrams to certain desig
nated points. Not a word has been said about all this in any 
•of the New York papers, and the readers of THE RECORD AND 
GUIDE will be the first to hear of this exceedingly important matter. 

One good turn deserves another. The Western Union monopoly 
breaks down the Associated Press monopoly, and now comes the. 

Suggestions for Citizen 
Next Tuesday th \ people of this State will elect a Governor; his 

name may be Charles J. Folger, but those who are wise in such 
matters are of opinion that Grover Cleveland will have the most 
votes. In either event, however, the State will be sure of an excel
lent Governor for three years to come. 

On the same day the people of the Empire State will choose an 
Assembly, that is, one-half the Legislature, the Senate holding over 
from last year. It may be that a Democratic Assembly will be 
chosen, but of this there is some doubt. One thing, however, is 
quite certain; it will be a body composed of very inferior delegates, 
and the votes of its members will be in the market for sale. The 
Governor, whoever he may be, is sure to achieve popularity, if he 
vetoes nine-tenths of the laws that will be passed by the Legislature 
which will commence its sittings at Albany next January. 

On the 7th of November, New York city will elect a Mayor, his 
name may be Edson or Campbell, but this much is assured, that the 
executive who takes his seat in the City Hall next year will be an 
honest and able man. He will do his best to serve the metropolis 
and leave a good record behind him. 

On that same 7th of November, New York will also choose a 
Board of Aldermen, which will be a disgrace to it. The majority 
will be composed of fellows eager to sell their votes. They will 
confirm no nomination of t i e Mayor unless they are paid therefor 
in money or patronage. 

The above predictions are based upon the experience of the last 
half a century in this State. Our Governors have nearly always 
been men of mark and character; our Legislatures are always corrupt. 
During the last half century New York has had but three reaUy dis
honest or incompetent Mayors, while the present generation of voters 
cannot recall a single Board of Aldermen that was not a corrupt and 
incompetent body. 

The moral is obvious; let us increase the responsibility and au
thority of our Governors and Mayors, and limit the power of state 
and local legislative bodies. The only political object worth working 
for is to have local home rule in the form of responsible executives. 
Its good effects are seen in Brooklyn, in the administration of Mayor 
Low. It is perfectly idle to elect good mayors and then have them 
hampered in the appointing power ;fcy thievish Boards of Aldermen. 
THE RECORD AND GUIDE insists that it does not make the slightest 
difference, except to politicians, which ticket succeeds in the com
ing election. If there is no change in the confirming power of the 
Board of Aldermen over the Mayor's nominations, there can be no 
reform in our local administration, no matter who is chosen. 

Charles Bradlaugh, member of Parliament from Northamp
ton, makes a statement in our columns as to his relations 
with the British Parliament. Americans have known, in a 
general way, that Mr. Bradlaugh has been repeatedly elected to the 
House of Commons, and that his fellow-members have refused to 
admit him to his seat. But why, is a conundrum that we on this 
side of the Atlantic cmiiot solve nor does Mr. Bradlaugh's 
presentation of the case throw any light upon the mystery. He 
was, it seems, regularly elected under the law ; there was and is no 
contestant to his seat; he has complied with every possible require
ment, yet a House of Commons which contains a large Liberal ma
jority has so far refused to give him his seat. But he has precisely 
the same right to sit in Parliament as has Sir Stafford Northcote, 
John Bright, or Premier Gladstone himself. It is the theory of all 
representative governments that the constituencies are to be the 
sole judges of the qualifications of their representatives. That 
battle was fought by John Wilkes one hundre<i years since, and it 
was supposed to have been settled for all time, so far as the British 
Parliament was concerned. The issue presented in Mr. Bradlaugh's 
case is a singular one, and is full of interest to the citizens of every 
nation which has a representative government. If a body which 
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represents localities can deprive any constituency of its r ight to 
choose its own member then any majority is privileged to expei 
any minority however large. Mr. Bradlaugh is well known in ihis 
country as a lecturer, and his statement of his very peculiar case 
addressed to this paper will command wide-spread attention. 

The Boss. 
The clamor against the " boss" was never greater than at present-

Newspapers, good, bad and indifferent, are filled wi th denuncia
tions of him. From platforms, pulpits and stumps anathemas a r e 
hurled at him. Even publicists who do th ink upon political mat" 
ters and endeavor to form and express well considered opinions 
upon those matters, do not hesitate to impute to h im many of the 
evils of our political life, while the less thoughtful speakers and 
writers are certain that but for the boss the political millennium 
would be at hand. 

The boss, as we know him, is not a high order of leader. Many 
of the bosses are men of a low and vulgar type. They are but 
little above the level of their followers. They seem to regard the 
capture and distribution of " spoils" as the t rue reason for the exis
tence of pclitical organizations. The ballot, in their eyes, is not a 
trust confided to the voter to be so used as to advance the best 
interest, of the community, but rather as a means of ministering to 
the greed of iadividuals. Office in their view is to be sought and 
held for the payment of partisan services, not because the officer 
can by exercising a social function be of service to his fellow 
citizens in their corporate capacity. The boss is selfish, takes low 
views of political action, is dictatorial in manner, and at times ex
cludes from the service of the community men who would adorn 
it. 

So much must be admitted. But is not the boss a necessity in 
our present politics ? Wi th the exception of the Athenian Democ
racy under the Kleisthenian Constitution, tlie New England town 
meeting was the most essentially ijopular form of government tha t 
the civilized world has had. All the townsmen met and discussed 
their public affairs. As the result of their d?.scussions a course of 
common action was decided upon, and agents were appointed to 
carry the decision thus reached into effect. Theoretically noth„ 
ing could be more perfect; and practically the town meeting worked 
well in a certain stage of development. Ba t in this country tha t 
stage has long gone by. The aggregation of great and heterogene
ous masses of men in large cities has rendered the town meeting 
obsolete. The conditions which rendered the town meeting possi. 
ble no longer exist. In our present social life there are sharp dis. 
tinctions between wealth and poverty—between the man of ono 
hundred millions and the men depending upon their daily labor for 
scanty food. I n the social life of the town meeting era such dis
tinctions did not exist—the citizens had practically interests alike 
and fortunes nearly equal—for persons without some money were not 
voters. Now the interests are diverse and the great aggregations 
of wealth make the problems of government more complex than 
they have hitherto been. 

In all undertakings a leader is necessary. Order must be pre
served, and united action must be obtained to effect a social end; 
where many persons contribute thereto, without a leader such order 
and union are impossible. Circumstances will th row a leader up, 
even if no one is anxious to assume the responsibilities of leader
ship. I t is a common place tha t political institutions grow and 
cannot be made. W i t h the decay and supersedure of the town meet

i n g , the boss has grown. The fact tha t he is here at all shows 
tha t he fills a place in our political economy—that he meets a polit
ical want . His critics should ponder CEirefully on what must 
appear very singular to them, but which we regard as inevitable, 
tha t the " boss" as an individual dies, or is destroyed for the mis
deeds of himself or his fellows, but tha t the boss as an integral 
part of the system of political organization continues to exist. 
Boss Tweed was dethroned, but Boss Kelly reigns in his stead. 
The boss is not confined to one party, all parties are blessed or 
cursed wi th his presence. He is in every state and in every city. 
The theory tha t a political phenomenon so persistent and so 
general as the existence of the boss is solely due to the machina
tions of the individual who happensi, for the t ime being, to 
be boss, and the few other individuals who profit by h im is as phil
osophical and as worthy of acceptance by thinkers as the dogma 
of the radicals of the last century, tha t the existence of religion 
was due to the craft and imposture of priests. 

On reflection, it must be admitted tha t the bosses, wi th all their 
faults, are better than the average of their followers. John Kelly 
is a wiser guide than Tammany Hall. Brooklyn is safer with Hugh 
McLaughlin, holding in check the shortsightedness and ignorance of 
the masses of his followers, than it would be if those followers 
were permitted to have tiieir own way. Simon Cameron has not 
been without his uses in Pennsylvania, and it is a great mistake to 
denounce him and his work as wholly bad. How well equipped 
the ignorant masses are to think for themselves on political matters 
was illustrated by the a t tempt a few evenings ago to take possession 

of. the Anti-Monopoly meeting in the interest of Keenan, the Dem
ocratic candidate for County Clerk. I n Brooklyn, a mob of the 
unwashed, endeavored last week to compel the Democratic City 
CouT ention to nominate a candidate for Judge of the City Court 
whom a large majority of its members did not want . Men of 
wealth and character should hesitate before joining in the indis
criminate denunciations of bosses and "bossism." They stand 
between them and the dangers of mob rule, which they do not 
desire to face. The boss is necessary to our social evolution at 
^his t ime. W h a t we need is better bosses—more intelligent lead
ers and to produce such leadeis, we wiU have to elevate and edu
cate the masses of our citizens, for leaders can only be a short dis
tance in advance of their followers. 

Jay Gould and Wm. H. anderbilt-
•' Sir Oracle " ventures the prediction, this week, in our columns, 

tha t the greatness of Jay Gould is " toppling to its fall." The great 
speculative manipulator has certainly met wi th serious reverses 
lately. The Cou ' t of Appeals in this State has decided against h im 
in the elevated railway suits. The Metropolitan stockholders " hold 
the fort," and will not accept his second preference 6 per cent, 
stock in exchange for their 10 per cent, certificates. The Nickel 
Plate road, which he thought his own, has been cleverly captured 
by his great rival W m . H. Vanderbilt; btit, cruelest blow of all, the 
Mutual Union Telegraph Company, which he supposed he aad cap
tured, has freed itself from his toils, and has become a dangerous 
rival .o the Western Union Telegraph monopoly. These are only a 
few of the misfortunes which have visited Iiim lately. Sometime 
since, he lost the friendship of Ex-Governor E. D. Morgan; he then 
quarreled with Mr. Humphreys and the other officers of the Wabash 
Railway system, and now Wall street is full of stories of a misun
derstanding with his most powerful associate, Russell Sage. 

But while Gould's star seems setting, the sun of his great rival 
Wm. H. Vanderbilt is as steadily rising. The lat ter was quite r ight 
when he turned " b e a r " in May, 1881; Gould was then a " bull ," he 
had stocks for sale; but Vanderbilt was a seller, ra ther than a buyer, 
until June of this year, whenhe again became a " bull." Gould, who 
was a "bu l l " after a bad crop, is now a " b e a r " after a good one; 
though, it is said, he has changed his poiat of view since his last 
visit west. While Gould has been losing friends and been: disap
pointed in many things, Vanderbilt has increased his railway con
nections, and is far more powerful to-day than he was two years 
ago. I t is not improbable tha t the railway world may yet be start
led by the announcement tha t the Wabash system has been secured 
as a feeder to the Vanderbilt t runk lines. Gould, it id said, 
has given up the New York & New England road to his rival, 
and now all the roads leading to Boston, east of the Hud
son, are controlled by the New York Central system. 
Mr. Vanderbilt may not possess the planning and manipula
t ing ability of J a y Gould, but he shows more straightforward com
mon sense than any of the great railway men of the day. J a y 
Gould's career has been an extraordinary one, and, excepting the 
Vanderbilts, father and son, he has had more success in the migh ty 
monetary stiuggles of Wall street t han any of the great operators 
who have speculated in stock values. But all great generals are 
conquered at last. The secret of their success is discovered, and 
then the " a n v i l breaks the hammer ." 

Notwithstanding the closeness of the money marke t in WaU 
street, it is a fact that the remittances due our large commercial 
houses are promptly paid. All the leading dealers report tha t col
lections were never better, and customers only in exceptional 
instances are behind. This shows tha t merchants through the 
country realized and discounted the unpromising condition of last 
year, and tha t they have made no a t tempts at kite flying or antici
pating supposed wants, due to the better state of things, warranted 
by the crops of 1882. The very fact tha t merchants acted on this 
theory is the reason why so many manufacturers are to-day, and 
have been for weeks, loaded up wi th goods for which they have 
been unable to find a satisfactory market . Slowly, however, all 
this is changing. On Wednesday of this week a sale of 900 cases of 
various styles of dry-goods was held at auction, and every package 
sold at rates but little below wha t the same goods could have been 
bought for privately. As is the case a t every sale, many kinds of 
goods did not bring their real value on account of being unseason
able, but the general effect was satisfactory both to the buyers and 
sellers. Trade this week shows a quiet improvement, and, wi th 
seasonable weather, a satisfactory business is more t h a n probable. 

The West Side Association sees the point. The resolutions passed 
at the last meeting of that shrewd body of t ^ payers pu t them on 
the platform of T H E RECORD AND GUIDE. These resolves are to the 
effect that we wan t a charter reform which will give the Mayor 
authori ty and responsibility, and tha t it does not m u c h mat te r how 
the election goes this fall. The real work is to be done when the. 
legislature meets. A pressure mus t be at onefe brought t o besir' 
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upon the Governor and the members of both houses to give us 
responsible home rule ; which means a Mayor wi th real authority, 
the departments wi th single heads and the confirming power taken 
away from the Board of Aldermen. This is the vital point to be 
kept in mind in altering the charter of the city. 

• « 

The Broadway arcade scheme, which was onoe endorsed by the 
State Legislature, but vetoed by Governor Hoffman, has been resus
citated, and will, it is promised, soon be commenced. The Beach 
pneumatic charter, amended by the Legislature of 1880 and 
approved by Governor Cornell, will be made use of to construct an 
entirely new street from the Battery to Madison square under 
Broadway. This is to furnish a road bed for steam transit, and will 
be open for the< travel of vehicles which now gorge and congest 
our great thoroughfare. The money for making the improvement 
has been secured and the maps have all been prepared. These last 
show every sewer, gas main and pipe now beneath the pavement 
of Broadway. The new street is to be well lighted, and will prac 
tically give the houses along Broadway an additional story. The 
projectors claim tha t the engineering difficulties are not serious. 
The Canal street sewer is the greatest obstacle, but that will not 
stand in the way of the proposed road bed. One proposition is to 
raise the surface from Whi te to Howard street some seven or eight 
feet. This would pay by the additional basement and cellar room 
it would give Broadway property iu the neighborhood of Canal 
street. There is some litigation yet to be cleared up before the work 
commences. But we are assured tha t before many weeks one of 

. the greatest improvements ever projected for this city will be under 
way. 

• 
A grocery firm, which makes enormous profits in the sale of 

liquors and cigars, has filed plans to erect a brick store, seven 
stories high, in Fifth avenue below Sixtieth street. This is 
not pleasant news to the many customers of this firm who own 
choice property east of Central Park. If a grocery firm is successful, 
fine retail dry-goods houses would also be and other stores would 
follow, to the great detr iment of the splendid residence j)roperty of 
tha t section. I t is quite t rue that Fifth avenue, between Madison 
square and Thirty-fourth street, is being used for a certain kind of 
business. Then there is a carriage warehouse at the corner of 
Forty-second street, while a great furniture establishment is mak
in/? use of a portion of the Rutger College property; but Fifth 
avenue above the Windsor Hotel ought to be kept sacred for resi
dence purposes. A few more stores projected on Fifth avenue 
east of Central Park might create the revolution so loug hoped for 
by West Side property holders. There is no present danger, a t 
least of stores on the Riverside Drive or near Morning Side Park, 
and a few capitalists might set the fashion of erect ing fine houses, 
surrounded by grounds, on the high and now unoccupied land over
looking the Hudson. 

toga convention he declared he was disgusted wi th the whole bus
iness and intimated tha t he would not vote for the ticket. The 
machine in Kings County is half-breed and hence Mr. Forman was 
elected as Republican candidate for Comptroller, to rebuke Folger 
and the stalwarts, quite as much as because he could be relied upon 
to co-operate with the Mayor. Mr. Forman refuses to retract, and 
the stalwarts declare tha t they will " knife h im " at the polls. 
Mayor Low's recent letter shows tha t he appreciates the despera
tion of the men he is dealing with, but, as far as can be ascertained, 
the letter has nofc had the slightest effect in changing the purpose 
of Mr. Forman's opponents. All told, the contest in the city of 
Brooklyn is very peculiar and the election returns may show sur
prising results. 

The outbreaks in France speak badly for the present Republican 
government. I t is reallv^ a ministry of mediocrities representing 
nothing but the capacity to talk feebly. Gambetta, the one leader 
of France, is excluded from power, and it would seem as if the 
Republic was about to encounter storms. A mere regime of 
speeches is not suitable to the French temperament . They demand 
a leader—an orator it may be, bu t in any event a person who has 
a definite policy, and who knows how to make tha t policy effective. 
There is no leader now at the head of affairs in France, and there is 
no policy except that of "dr i f t ing . " The result is discontent, 
which threatens serious consequences. 

Mr. Forman, the Republican candidate for Comptroller of Brook 
lyn, and Mr. Darwin R. James, the Republican candidate for Con-
;gressman in the Third District, are learning tha t it is extremely 
•difficult to be wi th politicians if they are not of them. Mr. James 
Ihas been a consistent and thorough-going anti-Monopolist and a 
.member of the executive committee of the par ty . A t the same 
t ime he has endeavored to be a Republican. The anti-Monopolists 
endorsed Mayor Cleveland for governor and denounced Judge Fol
ger as J a y Gould's candidate. W h e n Mr. James was recently nom
inated for Congress, mainly through the influence of Folger's oppo
nents , the judge's stalwart supporters asked Mr. James where he 
stood in regard to the Republican State t icket and he declared 
tha t he was originally for Judge Folger and would vote for the 
State t icket. All of which is unsatisfactory to some of the anti-
Monopolists in the District and has caused the Democrats to assail 
Mr. James as a sudden convert to Folger. In other words, the 
charge is tha t unt i l it was int imated to h im tha t unless he placed 
himself squarely on record as in favor of the Saratoga ticket, he 
would be " c u t " a t t he polls; he was opposed to tha t ticket, but 
t h a t the th rea t had its effect and to get into Congress he renounced 
his convictions. Wha teve r the facts m a y be, Mr. James is pes
tered by the politicians a n d probably wishes he was out of politics. 
Mr. Format's case isi^diffeirent. H e is assailed because he will not 
"weaken." He i s a "haif-breed." Immediately after the Sara-

My Struggle with the English Parliament. 
BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH, M. P. 

Editor RECCED AND GUIDE : 

So much misapprehension and misrepresentation prevail in the 
United States in relation to myself and the House of Commons 
tha t I gladly avail myself of your generous offer to permit me to 
place before your readers the t rue story of a controversy which may 
have very serious results before its termination, and which is, in 
some respects, a renewal of the battle supposed to be ended by 
John Wilkes in 1782, when the House declared that it had violated 
the rights of the constituencies. I was elected at the general elec
tion of 1880 one of the members of the House of Commons for the 
borough of Northampton, a centre of shoe-manufacturing indus
try, wi th a population of about 55,000. Nearly every religious 
journal protested against my election and several at once declared 
tha t I ought not be allowed to sit. Under the parliamentary oaths 
act 1866 and the promissory oaths act 1868, every member of Parlia
ment must, under heavy penalty, either take oath or make affirma
tion of allegiance. At that t ime I believed tha t I was legally enti
tled to make affirmation of allegiance. The present Attorney-Gen
eral and Solicitor-General, the late Justice Sir Henry Jackson, tbe 
present Just ice Waikin Williams, the Right Hon. John Bright and 
many other high authorities supported my view. I tried to make 
my claim to affirm in the quietest and most unobtrusive fashion. 
On Monday, the 3d May, 1880. the journals of the House state : 

"Mr. Bradlaugh, returned as one of the members for the borough of 
Northampton, came to the table and delivered the following statement in 
writing to the Clerk : ' To the Right Honorable the Speaker of the House 
of Commons. I, the undersigned Charles Bradlaugh, beg respectfully to 
claim to be allowed to aflBrm, as a person for the time being by law per
mitted to make a solemn aflarmation or declaration, instead of taking an 
oath. (Signed) CHARLES BEADLATJGH.' And being asked by the Clerk 
upon what grounds he claimed to make an afHrmation, he answered : By 
virtue of the Evidence Amendment Acts, 1S69 and 1870." 

Hansard's report shows tha t when invited by the speaker I added: 
" i have repeatedly, for nine years past, made an affirmation in the 
highest courts of jurisdiction in this realm ; I am ready to make 
such a declaration or affirmation." 

The mat te r being refenred to a select committee it was decided 
by the casting vote of the chairman tha t I was not entitled to af
firm and on the Slst May, 1880, I again presented myself a t the 
table, declaring my readiness to do all things required by law to 
enable me to take my seat. A second select committee was on the 
28ih May appointed, whicn committee reported against m y being 
allowed to take the oath but in favor of my being allowed to affirm. 
On the Slst June , 1880, the House decided tha t I should neither be 
allowed to affirm nor take the oath. On my insisting I was arrested 
and committed to the Clock Tower, but was released after twenty-
four hours' detention On the 2d July, 1880, I was allowed to take 
my seat on affirmation and I sat and voted and spoke in the House 
unti l the 29th of March, 1881, when my seat was vacated in an 
action brought against me by a common informer secretly indem
nified by Mr. Newdegate, by the decision of the court tha t I ought 
to have taken the oath. On the 6th April, 1881, I was again 
re-elected for Northampton, after a severe contest, but on the 27th 
April, 1881, the House resolved tha t I should not be allowed to take 
the oath and on the 9th May ordered tbat I should be excluded 
from the body of the House. On the 3d August , 1881, on m y 
])resenting myself, I was excluded by brute force, the violence used 
to me on this occasion resulting in dangerous illness. The House, 
having formally refused by vote to declare my seat vacant, t ha t is, 
having voted tha t I was the legal member, I, on the Slst February, 
1880, took the necessary oath and my seat; for this, the House, 
refusing to hear me in m> own defence, expelled me on the SSd 
February, 1882. On a new election I was a third time re-elected on 
the Sd March, 1882. 

On the 6th March the House, wi thout wait ing unti l I presented 
myself at the table, again resolved, wi thout hearing me, tha t I 
should not be allowed to take the oath. These are the dry facts. 
My opponents t ry to justify themselves, first, by saying tha t I had 
declared in the House tha t the oath would not be binding upon me. 
This is quite unt rue . The first s tatement made by me on this 
subject to t he House was in answer to t he Attorney-General. My 
words were: " Any form that I went through, any oath that I took 



68 The Record and Guide. November 4—11, 1882 

I should regard as binding upon m y conscience in the fullest degree. 
I would go through no form, I would take no oath, unless I meant 
i t to be so binding." This I have repeated, over and over again. 

I t is further urged tha t I offensively thrus t m y irreligious opin
ions on the House in its hearing. I can only requote from Han
sard m y uncontradicted words at the Bar cn the 28tli April, 1881: 

" I did nothing of the kind. I have never, directly or indirectly, said 
one word about my opinions, and this House has no right to inquire what 
opinions I may hold outside its walls, the only right is that which the 
statute gives you; my opinions there is no right to inquire into. 1 shelter 
myself under the laws of my country. This is a political assembly, met lo 
decide on the policy of the ration, and not on the religious opinions of the 
citizens (cheers). While I had the honor of occupying a seat in the House, 
when questions were raised which toufhed upon religious matterr^, I 
abstained from uttering one word. I did not desire to say one word 
which might hurt the feelings of even the most tender (hear)." 

I t is said tha t I refused to take the oath and therefore the House 
only holds me to the logical consequences of my own refusal. But, 
as a mat te r of fact, as the evidence of Sir T. Erskine May shows, I 
had neither declined nor objected, nor refused. I had simply 
claimed to affirm, making no remark whatever as to the oath. 
Even if I had refused to take the oath, the House in the case of 
Daniel O'Connell tendered the oath to him after he had formally 
refused it. Yet Daniel O'Connell, before the whole House, had 
declared : "That the oath contained one proposition which he knew 
to be false and another proposition which he believed to be unt rue ." 

If it be said that my having asked to affirm is to be held to be 
equivalent to a refusal to be sworn, tha t can hardly be a t rue 
position, for in the case of J c h n Archdale the House directed the 
oaths to be again tendered to him, although he had claimed to 
affirm. 

The conservatives maintain tha t they do not desire to keep 
me out of the House, but only desire to prevent a profanation of 
the oath. This is absolutely untrue . When they first prosecuted 
me and sought to ruin and make me bankrupt for jDenakies, they 
did so because I had not taken the oath, but had taken my seat on 
affirmation. So far from it being a question of oath, they have 
actually this year rejected the affirmation bill, introduced by the 
Duke of Argyll into the House of Lords, on the ground that the 
effect of it would be to enable me to take my seat on affirmation. 
In 1880, 1881 and 1883, the conservatives prevented Mr. Labou
chere from bringing forward an affirmation bill iu the House of 
Commons ; and in 1881—after Sir Stafford Northcote had pledged 
himself that such a bill, if introduced by the government, should 
have fair consideration—he deliberately broke his promise and 
allowed the very leave for such a bill to be successfully obstructed. 

The real question raised in m y struggle is jjrecissly that fought 
out in the case of John Wilkes, i. e.: Whether the House of Com
mons may set itself above the law and may annul the valid election 
of a member, subject to no legal disqualification, solely because 
the majority of the members of the House hai^pen to dislike the 
member returned. 

Middlesex re-elected J o h n Wilkes again and again, Northampton 
has already re-elected me three times and I believe will renew its 
t rust each time I am forced to appeal to it. I am, I believe, wi th 
the law on m y side. Mr. Gladstone has so declared, in his place 
in the House, and the Lord High Chancellor has, in writ ing, 
made the same distinct declaration against the law the House 
of Commons has at present in force. But it is said tha t I damaged 
my position and committed an outrage on the Slst February, 1881, 
in administering the oath to myself. I answer that what I then 
did I had the legal r ight to do. This my opponents have never 
ventured to test, though the method is easy. The House of Com
mons has no power to administer the oath; this, recorded on its 
own journals, is indeed not disputed; tha t the statutes do not direct 
any person to administer the oath, this cannot be denied and that , 
in two cases, those of Baron Rothschild and Alderman Salamons, 
each of those gentlemen administered the oath to himself, a t the 
table, just as I did. I t is admitted tha t my election is unimpeach
able and tha t I am now the legal member for the borough of 
Northampton, yet I a m hindered from performing the duty a mem 
ber owes to his constituents. I am at the present moment recorded 
in the re turn book of the House as the member for the borough. 

Public feeling has been very strongly expressed in my favor, both 
by public meetings—of which SOO were held wi thin the last three 
months—and by petition wi th 276,000 signatures in the same period. 
The London journals suppress the reports of these meetings, although 
they have been far the largest held this year, and then wri te that 
no sign is made of public opinion on m y behalf. Recently, an 
extraordinary endeavor has been made to disqualify me from sitt ing 
in Parl iament under an old law against blasphemy. This indict
ment will possibly come on for trial or argument before the present 
paper reaches you. On m y side, I have brought an action, nomi
nally against t he deputy seargent-at-arms—but in which the 
House of Commons is the real defendant—in order if possible to 
test the legality of the resoluuions by which I am excluded from 
toy seat. This action, which is defended by the law officers of the 
Ccov^nrwiU come on for heai ing before the Queen's Bench Division 
of the High Court of Just ice about the end,of November.) 

I t is not easy to trace the future of this struggle, except t h a t I 
will never giye way. One m a n against the House of Commons is 
heavy odds. Outside the Churchmen and tories I have little of 
which to complain. The great nonconformist par ty has, on the 
whole, been fair and just in its assertion of m y political r ights. My 
enemies have been very unscrupulous and very calumnious, but 
this is only natural . I shall fight the battle r ight througli, and as 
I told the House in the last speech I made within its walls: ' ' I have 
no fear. If I am not fit for my constituents, they shall dismiss me, 
bu t you never shall. The grave alone shall make me yield." 

CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 

ur Prophetic IDepartment. 
ENQUIRER—Any thing startling this week ? 
S I R ORACLE—Yes, I venture to predict tha t J ay Gould is at the 

apex of his fame, and tha t the extraordinary prestige which 
attaches to his name will be diminished very much indeed, before 
two years are over. 

ENQUIRER—What makes you th ink so ? Has his prosperous craft 

struck any snags ? 
S I R ORACLE—Yes, several. The Metropolitan stockholders have 

so far succeeded in th\ . 'art ing one of his most daring schemes, tl-at 
for gett ing absolute control of steam transit in New York city. 
The annual election will soon take place, and the Gould interest 
will lose its present majority of the directors. 

ENQUIRER—But even if tha t should be done, could not the Met
ropolitan stockholders come to some understanding wi th Jay 
Gould ? 

S I R ORACLE—Possibly, but they would t reat wi th him upon equal 
terms. They would show tha t it was possible to make h im do them 
justice. He has been so successful heretofore in doing as he 
pleased, that no one has dared enter the field against him. Although 
an extraordinary man, he is not superhuman, and the day is com
ing w^hen the glamour which surrounds his name will be dissipated. 

ENQUIRER—What other snag has he struck ? 
S I R ORACLE—The Mutual Union people. He supposed tha t 

because he purchased thir ty odd thousand shares, and made certain 
agreements with the president, tha t the Mutual Union would be an 
ally and not an opponent of the Western Union monopoly. But 
Messrs. Baker, Moore, Ballou and Fahnstock are all very able men 
who realize the possibilities of the Mutual Union as a rival to a 
bated telegraph monopoly. J ay Gould, it seems, has made some 
arrangement with the Western press by which the New York 
Associated Press has lost its monopoly of news gathering for the 
press of the country. The latter, I am given to understand, is 
ready, to join hands wi th the Mutual Union, provided it will take 
the field against the Western Union monopoly. Then it is reported 
that the Vanderbilts are backing Mutual Union, and some fine day 
it may be announced that the telegraph wires on the various Van
derbilt railway lines may be transferred from Western Union, and 
operated by its rival. 

ENQUIRER—What has all this to do with Jay Gould's future pres

tige? 
S I R O R A C L E — A great deal. The control of the telegraph system 

of the country and the cables that connect it wi th the rest of the 
world has been his pet aspirat ion; it was within his grasp, he 
seemed to possess it—when suddenly his monopoly is broken, by 
infiuences he could not combat. lb may be tha t J ay Gould saw 
what was coming when he ordered the building of a steam yacht to 
take a voyage around the world. Whe the r he goes abroad, or 
stays at home, I confidently predict, t ha t his sun is declining, 
and tha t in the future he will be neither courted nor dreaded as he 
has been in the past. 

ENQUIRER—But , to change the subject, how will the elections go? 
S I R ORACLE—The Republicans will be worsted, in New York, 

Pennsylvania and Indiana. Ben. Butler will poll a great m a n y 
votes in Massachusetts. 

ENQUIRER—^What is the prospect in New York City ? 
S I R ORACLE—There will be something less than a hundred and 

eighty thousand votes polled, of which Folger m a y get between 
fifty and sixty thousand. Mr. Allen Campbell will do much better^ 
but I do not see how he can be elected. 

ENQUIRER—And, wha t about the stock marke t ? 
S I R ORACLE—Ic will be bet ter after the close of navigation; t h e 

great crops are bound to tell. The increase of receipts will add t o 
the market value of railway securities and this in t ime will br ing 
about greater activity and higher prices. But I do not expect to see 
anything approaching what may be called a " b u l l " market unt i l 
after the flrst of the new year. I anticipate higher figures than 
those which now obtain, before March next . 

ENQUIRER—It is the general impression in the " s t r e e t " tha t ' 
prices would advance were it not for manipulation, and Jay Gould^^ 
is charged wi th exercising a malign influence on prices. 

S I R ORACLE—Stuff and nonsense. . There is nothing so silly as ' 
this at t r ibut ing every occurrence in the " s t ree t " to J a y Gould. He ' 
cannot for a whole season pu t prices up or down,^ As Judge 
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Hutchings has weU said: " everybody is wiser than anybody," and 
while J a y Gould, and men like him, take advantage of a " bear " or 
a " b u l l " market , he or they cannot create either the one or the 
other. 

ENQUIRER—Speaking of J a y Gould recalls Benner's book again. 
Where can it be bought ? 

S I R ORACLE—It is out of print . I know of but one copy in tbe 
city, of course there must be others. I t was published in Cincin
nat i by the author. 

ENQUIRER—You promised last week to read me some extracts at 
this meeting. 

S I R ORACLE—Well here goes. 

" When the period arrives for a panic, any breeze or signal, no matter 
what reverses the engine, the times tcke the downward grade, and there 
is no general recovery until we hear pig iron demanding 

'Watchman! What of the Night?' 
" This ideal will have been standing out upon the dome of the weather-

beaten tower of time, gazing into the dim vista of the future, for five long 
years of disaster and ruin, waiting for the period foreseen and predicted, 
when the glimmer of the year 1878 can be discerned in the Eastern horizon, 
not a meteoric flash which illumines the night with a transient and uncertain 
glow, but the continued moving radiance which is the forerunner of the 
full light and glory of a bright noonday, will then exclaim, AROUSE, 
PIG IRON! monarch of business! come forth from the chambers of thy 
slumbering silence! the dawn of a new era is at hand! Hogs, corn and 
cotton fall into line, and start in motion the wheels of commerce, industry 
and trade. 

" The resumption of trade and industry in the year 1878 must go on; the 
Gibraltar of hard times will be passed in 1877; the mills and furnaces will 
start up; the price of pig iron, hogs, corn aad provisions will be on the 
advance. Agdculture, manufacture, mining, commerce and finance will 
begin to prosper; the industries of all this country will be born of new life, 
and, with our finances upon a sound basis, and a stop put to the enormous 
importation of foreign goods that we can manufacture ourselves, which 
will give us the balance of trade, and enable us to keep our gold at home 
and a general knowledge among the people of the duration of the ups and 
downs in prices, and when we may expect the return of commercial panics. 
This country with its 40,000,000 of population, 70,000 miles of railway, and 
200,000,000 of acres of cultivated land will prosper, and advance beyond 
any nation which has appeared in all ages of the world, and the chronicles 
of its future history, if well written, will rival the stories of oriental 
imagination." 

S I R ORACLE (continuing)—This is ra ther high flown, but remem
ber it was wr i t ten in 1875. Instead of a population of 40,000,000 we 
now have 53,000,000, and instead of 70,000 miles of railway we will 
have 109,000 by the close of the year. As the price of iron is falling, 
notwithstanding its increased consumption in railway construction 
and in the manufacture of tools, it would seem, according to Benner's 
forecast, t ha t we cannot expect any revival of speculation in stocks 
or any depar tment of t rade. Certainly things do not look cheerful 
jus t now in Wal l street, and yet the t rade of the country is in a 
sound condition, and there are many factors which ought to bring 
about a higher range of values. But I will have more to say about 
Benner 's book in another conversation. 

claimed, was not called for by any business exigency. However, 
this city should not complain, for it will have a new and valuable 
feeder when this road is completed. 

Mr. W m . H. Vanderbilt is shortly to throw open his pr ivate 
picture gallery to the public one day every week. In doing this 
Mr. Vanderbilt becomes a benefactor to the communi ty in whicli 
he lives, and he shows tha t he does recognize the social function of 
wealth, which a recent celebrated ut terance of his led the 
country to suppose he ignored. A magnificent picture or a splen
did work of ar t really belongs to the race, for the artist is made by 
the environment in which he lives and by which he is surrounded. 
To keep a fine statue or a rare and beautiful picture for one's own 
private delectation would be an ignoble th ing to do ; hence in all 
civilized communities private owners of ar t treasures make use of 
suitable occasions when the public can examine them. TJie rich 
are often blamed for their ostentation, but when their wealth is 
lavished in the interests of ar t and to gratify the sense of beauty 
no blame can a t tach to them. W e are swift to condemn public 
men in this country for their alleged misdeeds or incautious ut ter
ances, but we ought to be equally prompt in recognizing any dis
position of theirs to benefit, educate, or amuse the public. Mr. 
Vamlerbilt deserves one good mark. 

The pamphlet which explains the status of the New York, West 
Shore & Buffalo Railway, really makes an excellent showing. 
Everything seems to be fully explained, including the exact rela
tions between this company and the Ontario & Western, a mat te r 
about which some confusion exists in people's minds. By next 
February the West Shore Road will be completed to Albany, a 
couple of months later to Syracuse, and, by the fall, to Buffalo. 
New York will then have another road to Buffalo, 425 miles in 
length, t ha t is, 17 miles less t h a n the New York Central & Hudson 
River Road. W h e n completed it will be one of the best constructed 
roads in the country and will have many advantages over the New 
York Central. A new road was undoubtedly needed on the west 
bank of t he Hudson, bu t t h e l ine from Albany to Buffalo, i t is 

The United Bank Building. 
" Fort S h e r m a n " was very much discussed while is was building 

and has been very much discussed since it was built . 
Most of the discussion has not been in the na ture of architectural 

criticism, however. The building, as the name i t is best known by 
shows, is a monument of other things t han architecture and is a 
convenient text for sermons of various kinds, political, financial, 
ethical and "sociological," if Mr. Freeman will excuse the ex
pression. 

Limiting ourselves, wi th an effort, to architecture, we m a y say 
that the structure is a striking illustration of the old saying tha t the 
house tha t is building looks not as the house tha t is built. W h a t a 
Sphinx this edifice was when it was begun and while the basement 
only astonished the beholder. The rock-hewn piers—only they 
were not hewn of rock, but of soft sand-stone—gradually grew up 
unti l they took to themselves the brackets and then the pilasters 
and, last of all, the wonderful capitals of the pflasters of t he 
second story, wi th a keystone s t rung up between each pair and the 
cast iron muUions at the sides. And the architects used to stand, 
spell-bound, as they went by, and look at the building and then at 
each other and then at the entrance arches and then at the pilasters 
and interchange expressions of wonder ; wonder wha t the archi
tect meant by it, wonder wha t made anybody let h im do it, and, 
above all, wonder what he would do next . And still they gazed 
and still the wonder grew, at wha t on earth tha t architect mean t 
to do. 

I t is difficult to understand, from the appearance of the com-
XDleted building, the condition of mind into which the basement pu t 
the professional beholder. But if the spectator will shut off every
thing above the basement and t ry to pre-figure from tha t wha t the 
rest of the building would be, he can arrive at some notion of how 
and why that basement used to "weigh heavy," as Kinglake says 
the appearance of a Russian column did in the Crimea, " u p o n the 
imaginations of anxious men ." Taken by itself, which then was 
the only way in which it could be taken, the basement justifies the 
feeling wi th which it was regarded. There are more outrageous 
and more vulgar and even more ignorant pieces of architecture in 
New York, but it is questionable whether there is one more silly. 
In the flrst place, there was tha t robustious foundation and then 
there were those incredibly helpless and foolish looking pilasters and 
then there were the iron mullions in the windows in Wal l street, 
which seemed to be pu t in only to show tha t iron could be so used 
as to take up as much room as stone and then there were the fraud
ulent entrance arches, which are not entrances at aU. I remember, 
when those arches were first visible, looking at the building 
with an architect who was explaining to me what trouble the archi
tect would have wi th the management of the stairways in these 
entrances. I t never entered his pure mind tha t the archways were 
all a sham, being only bank windows, and tha t the real entrances 
were to be little doors underneath, through which people were to 
enter tbe building somewhat in the manner of an Esquimaux gain
ing access to his hu t through the snow tunnel . 

The architects of the building are Messrs. Peabody & Steams, and 
it used to be a favorite theory tha t they were doing the building in 
a."limited compet i t ion" against each other. Certainly, nothing in 
the basement seems to have anything in particular to do wi th any
th ing else and it was hard to see how a basement divided against 
itself could have any pleasant relations wi th the building above it . 

The building above it is a very good building, al though it has 
nothing to do wi th its basement. When the architect had arrived a t 
the top of the basement a happy thought struck h im and he deviated 
into architecture. The first two stories, the bad stories, are of brown 
stone, the next two of brick and brown stone, simple and effective 
in comiDOsition and wi th a mixture , which indeed the whole build
ing shows, of good and bad detail, and then comes the building 
proper, a range of simple and powerful brick piers, connected a t 
the top by arches and running through four stories, wi th an unob
trusive att ic above. The fault noted in the Mills Building, t h a t 
there is no one division of the building of predominant import
ance, cannot be alleged against this. This middle division domi
nates and controls the whole composition and is so emphatic, wi th
out grossness or exuberance, tha t it makes us forget even the base
ment in looking a t the building as a whole. I t cannot make us 
overlook the fact, however, tha t this unadorned s trength and sim
plicity of the great arcade, w i th a rugged t rea tment of the broken 
belt of brown stone which traverses the whole building and marks 
the springing of the principal arches, would have been far more 
effective if the single story above it had been elaborated in to ele
gance, instead of being a mere series of square holes in the wall. 
That this should be left rude while the basement is frittered away 
so tha t its rocky surface cannot make it look otherwise t h a n feeble, 
shows a lack of perception as well as a lack of s tudy and migh t 
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almost tempt one to believe tha t the success of the principal mass 
may have been a happy accident. A winged heraldic beast, which 
emerges from the angle of the wall a t the level of the springing of 
the arches, was not so placed without design and was not so 
designed without intelligent study. Although nearly a hundred 
feet in the air, it is fully effective, wi thout being overpowering or 
carved with too evident coarseness; and this of itself is an unusual 
success. The beast is accounted for, if it is necessary tha t so digni 
fled and impressive a beast should be accounted for at all, by being 
made to carry a metal socket, designed with the same spirit and vigor 
which holds the flag-staff. The t rea tment of this angle is in every 
way fortunate. In a perspective view of the building, the lines 
ascending and converging at this point are emphasized and 
stopped by the griffin and the eye is carried up along the flag-staff 
as the culmination of the whole building. From this arrangement 
it results tha t al though " F o r t She rman" has no visible roof, its 
misfortune in this respect is less sensibly felt than tha t of any other 
tall and visibly roofless building in New York. The spectator can 
scarcely help having his joke with the basement which in sooth is 
very bad; and he may more seriously quarrel wi th I he baldness of 
the at t ic story; but, unless he is of an ungrateful and apathetic 
tu rn of mind, he will recognize the spirit and skill tha t mark the 
feature of the building we have been praising, and feel grateful 
to the architects for giving h im something to look at which is new 
without straining after novelty, and which does not appeal to his 
admiration upon the sole ground tha t it is new. 

Over the Ticker. 

DISQUIET and dullness are tbe characteristics of the market . 
One trouble seems to be the enormous mass of new securi

ties offered. Our railroad system is growing at a vastly more rapid 
rate than the country. There is not money enough for all the 
enterprises, and hence, in spite of abundant crops, speculation 

EXPORTS continue light. W e cannot ship corn or meats â ; 
present prices, and, though the cotton export is large, the 

aggregate of wha t we sent abroad, falls behind last year. Grain 
must go lower or Europe will not buy. There are no gold importa
tions in sight, and hence speculation halts in Wal l street. 

n| T looks like war between J a y Gould and W. H. Vanderbilt . 
-» The lat ter is certainly backing up Mutual Union, and, as is 
well known. Jay Gould prizes Western Union as the " apple of his 
eye." Then the acquisition of the Nickel I 'late road cuts off the 
southwestern roads from a new connection east. 

QEORGE D. Roberts has, it is said, sold out his interest in the 
L;die Valley mines. This won' t hur t those properties, for, 

although Mr. Ro!>erts is a phenomenon of honesty and virtue, his 
mining enterprises have, so far, bsen disastrous to those who in 
vested in them. 

ALL the accounts from these Lake Valley mines, by the way, 
are of the most glowing description. Prof. Silliman head

ing the chorus of authorized experts; but then people have been 
sold so often, so very often, that the shares of the Sierra mines mav 
break before they boom. 

THE listing of the Lake Valley mines, at the Mining Exchange, 
will doubtless lead to a great deal of speculation in those 

properties. All accounts agree as to the amazing richness of the 
ore; but, then, wi th few exceptions, rich ore bodies rarely last 
long. Nature is seldom prodigal. The bullion mines tha t are the 
most perm xnent, and tha t pay best in the long run, are those of 
low grade. Your thousand-dollars-a-ton mineral ledges soon play 
out. Still, these Sierra mines, as they are called, are just the kind 
with which to make stock deals. 

MEXICAN CENTRAL bonds have been listed on the Stock 
Exchange, and the public will be surprised to know tha t 

there is 5S5 miles of the road in actual operation. This is one of 
those roads which is an immense beneflt to the country it passes 
tnrough, but is a snare to the unwise investor. Judging from the 
past history of similar enterprises, after the payment ol a few 
coupons the road will be put in the hands of ^ receiver. 

PACIFIC MAIL is said to be booked for a handsome rise when 
the t ime comes. The company has got rid of its side-wheel 

steamers, and now owns a fleet of new staunch propellerfc that can 
be cheaply worked. Pacific Coast business has developed amaz
ingly, and those who know, say tha t the securities of the one steam
ship coinpany, which has kept the American flag flying upon the 
ocean, will again become popular in the "street ." 

EUSSELL SAGE and J a y Gould have, i t seems, had a real 
quarrel. Sage was convinced tha t a " b u l l " movement 

ought to be started ; but Gould presistently sat upon the market . 
But his recent visit West converted him to the " bull " side. The 
capture of the Nickel Plate road and the Mutual Union revolt 
completely demoralized him, and he still continues bearishly 
inclined. 

r i I H E reason for the proposed new Stock Exchange is t ha t seats in 
-L the existing board cost $85,000 or more. This excludes swarms 

of ambitious, pushing young fellows who wish to become brokers. 

THEN, the present Stock Exchange has made a great m a n y 
enemies, some of them very powerful. . A rival that would, 

deal in ten-share lots, charge a lower commission and be open from 
9 A. M. to 4 P. M. would secure a large amount of profitable 
business. 

BUT the anonymous circular asking subscriptions of $5,000 for 
seats in a board to be organized, looks very like an adjunct 

to real estate speculation. Somebody has a lot of ground on lower 
Broadway and wants a good price for it. 

A List to Vote For. 
Editor RECORD AND GUIDE : 

I want some information, and I do not knowwhere to go for it, unless to 
you. I am of the opinion that 60 per cent, of the voters in New York City 
do not know any more about the fitness and qualifications of most of the 
candidates put up by both parties, than I do, and that is just nothing at 
all. If we vote, we must do so in the dark. I look into our daily papers 
for information, but they are dumb. What we want to know is, who are the 
men, safe, true and qualified, we can vote for; who will, if elected, work to 
pass an amendment to the city charter, giving the mayor power to make 
all appointments and removals of heads of departments. If you could 
give us a list, in next edition, which will be in tim3, you will oblige 

J. S. M. 
The above is from a well-known bank president. W e regret we 

cannot furnish the list he asks for, were we to t ry and do so, we 
would be charged wi th partisanship and a desire to grind personal 
axes. If the citizens' committee had declared in favor of charter 
reform and questioned the candidates for assembly as to whether 
they would vote for giving the mayor adequate responsibility and 
authority, they could have presented a list of candidates made up 
from Uie several tickets which the friends of good government in 
all parties could have supported. But the citizens' organization 
was intent upon the advancement of certain personal interests 
rather than securing a reform charter for New York. There were 
certain lawyers who were to have their business advertised ; then 
there were friends to reward and enemies to punish. So the move
ment has resulted in giving us two excellent candidates for mayor 
instead of one, when the real object should have been, the election 
of assemblymen pledged to confer upon the mayor of New York 
the same authority as that now wielded by Mayor Low of Brooklyn. 
That would have given our citizens an object wor th voting for. 

The purchase of the Nickel Plate (Newl 'o rk , Chicago & St. Louis 
Railway) by the Vanderbilt interest, is another instance of the 
unwisdom of expecting competition when great corporate interests 
are a t stake. No mat te r how many competing roads are built, 
they all flnally pool their interests against those of the public, and 
the lat ter is eventually forced to support all the unnecessary lines. 
The Nickel Plate road is 531 miles in length. I ts actual cost is 
about $35,000,000, but it is stocked and bonded for $65,000,000; tha t 
is to say $10,000,000 is water . Thus a r o a d h a s been added which 
was wholly unnecessary and which will be an additional and 
grievous t ax upon the transportat ion interests of the country. In
stead of competition, in every case we have combination. 

e 
The business m e n of the Pacific coast are bit terly incensed 

against the management of the railroads connecting California and 
Oregon wi th the East. They cannot get a contract for carrying 
goods from the railroads unless they agree to " boyco t t " the com
peting water routes. Merchants are required to agree tha t they 
will not ship goods by sea and not even deal wi th other merchants 
who receive goods in any other manner t han by the railroads. In 
these contracts are clauses permit t ing the agents of the railroads to 
search the merchant 's papers, and to impose fines and penalties. Is 
it a wonder tha t the business communi ty is indignant when the 
the raih-oads, having a giant 's power, use it as giants ? 

Henry Prouse Cooper's case is of interest to real estate people. Eleven 
years ago, Mr. Cooper started a tailoring establishment in lower Broad
way, and, after making a good deal of money in his business, he invested 
in real estate, with so much judgment, that he made a proflS of over 
$100,000. But he has been declared insane by Drs. Seguin and Beard, and 
sent to a lunatic asylum. Those who have met him in a business way have 
not noticed any symptoms of insanity. Dr. Seguin did not seem to suspect 
that his own wife was insane, yet he decides that Mr. Cooper is out of his 
mind, after a hasty examination. I t is well that the Courts are reviewing 
thLcase to see that no unjustice is being done a very energetic and success
ful business man. 
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The House.—Its Finishing and Furnishing. 
Two Notable First Class Apartment Mansions. 

There are two great buildings now under way in New York, which, when 
completed, will attract a great deal of attention from all who are inter, 
ested in improved models of apartment houses. One of these structures is 
at the corner of Madison avenue and Thirtieth street, and the other on 
the corner of Fifth avenue and Twenty-eighth street. The Madison 
avenue building, including the ground, will cost $600,OCO, and will be 
ready for occupancy on May 1st, 1883. The Knickerbocker house on the 
corner of Fifth avenue and Twenty-eighth street will be ready for its 
tenants, cr rathtr its owners, in October, 1883. The ground and the 
buildiug, when completed, will cost very nearly $1,000,000. 

In order to learn some particulars of the novelties to be introduced into 
these' edifices, the writer made an appnintment with Mr. Ernest Flagg' 
who organized the companies that are erecting these fine edifices. 

Said Mr. Flagg : " You ought to have called on Mr. Nathan Hobart, 
who has more novel and useful ideas respecting apartment houses than 
any one I know of. In the construction of the two houses I am interested 
in, many of Mr. Hobart's suggestions were followed. 

" I n what respect," asked the writer, " a r e these two buildings an 
improvement upon other great apartment houses, such as the Florence and 
the proposed Navarro buildings." 

" I don't care" said Mr. Flagg, " t o go upon record as criticising other 
buildings. One point we have kept in view is that every room should look 
out upon the open air. Ther.e is not a single dark or unventilated room, 
or a light shaft in these great dwellings." 

' One feature," said Mr, Flagg, " of our new buildings is deserving of par
ticular attention from those who are planning apartment houses. In the 
Navarro buildings there will be what is known as the duplex system; this 
embraces groups of apartments in front and rear, differently arranged. 
The parlor, library and reception-room are in front, while the kitchen 
and some of the bedrooms are in the rear; but the distance between the 
floor and ceilings is higher in the front rooms than in those in the back, 
which last are so constructed that you descend by a stairway to the 
kitchen, or ascend by the same means to the bedrooms. This, apparently, 
is an economy of space, but it is not so in reality, as the ceiling of the front 
rooms, which cover by far the greater amount of space are unnecessarily 
high, while in the rear they are too low. 

" In the houses we are building, another plan has been adopted which is a 
real saving of room, besides being very much more popular than either 
the ordinary flat or the duplex system. In this scheme the suites of rooms 
are practically so many two-story houses incorporated into a larger one. 
The first fioor of each apartment contains the drawing rooms, libraries 
and reception rooms, and above are the bedrooms and sometimes the 
kitchen. While the house is eleven stories high, the elevator touches at 
only five landings ; the tenant or owner of the suite, when he enters his 
apartments, can pass from room to room, or reach his bedrooms upstairs 
without using the public hallway, as each suite has a staircase in its 
private hall. The first story in each apartment is 12 feet high, and the 
bedroom floor or second story is 10 feet high." 

" Please tell me," asked the writer, " how much room a family will have 
who occupies one of these apartments ; will they not miss the ample 
space of a private residence ?" 

" Why," said Mr. Flagg, " many of them will have more room than in an 
ordinary house, only more compactly arranged. Take, for instance, the 
apartment of Mr. Grosvner P. Lowrey, who has what is really two suites 
thrown into one in the Madison avenue house. On his first floor he has 
a suite of apartments, divided as follows: drawing room, 30x23; entrance 
hall, 10x35; library, 15x22; dining room, 25x22; private study, 14x14; 
reception room, 14x17, also a smoking room. All of this great space can 
be thrown into one hall upon festive occasions. What ordinary private 
house could begin to afford such a princely apartment ? In the Fifth 
avenue house Mr. Isaac Bell and faniily wiU have apartments, the lower 
floor of which is divided as follows: parlor, 20x22; library, 15x24; dining 
room, 20x20; reception room, 14x20. There are other rooms on the same 
floor, and all can be throw n open so as to make one great haU. On th§ 
upper floors of Mr. Lowrey's and Mr. Bell's apartments are the bedrooms 
occupying the same amount of floor space as the rooms below, the ceilings 
of which are, of course, lower than those of the ' parlor floor.'" 

" I notice you use the term tenant and owner in the same connection, 
what do you mean?" 

" These houses," said Mr. Flagg, " are built by two distinct 
joint-stock companies. Each subscriber is the owner of stock and 
the holder of a lease, which is practicall y perpetual. The apartments of th e 
Fifth avenue mansion cost from $15,500 to 38,000 each, and the Madison 
avenue house from $9,000 to 21,000 each. The rent will probably be fixed at 
15 per cent, upon the purchase mon ay of each apartment. But this money, 
or the greater part of it, will be paid back to the tenant or owner in the 
form of dividends upon his stock. The ground floor of the Fifth avenue 
mansion is to be occupied by stores, and the two upper stories by reserved 
apartments, the rent from which will be sufficient to meet taxes and 
cm-rent expenses, besides leaving a good surplus for contingencies. There 
will also be three floors of apartments for rent in the Madison Avenue house, 
but the rent from this will probably not be enough to cover the entire neces
sary expenses of the building. We keep up the distinction between the 
stockholder and the tenant, for a person may own the stock and not occupy 
apartments, while all tenants need not be stockholders." 

"This seems to be rather a novel way of investing money. It is the 
dividing up of the ownership of a single house among several persons, 
now is this quite safe?" 

" Some of the ablest lawyers and shrewdest men in the city," said Mr. 
Flagg, " ai'e among those who have taken stock in these entei-prises. 
The president of the company, who owns the Fifth Avenue mansion, is 
Mr. R. S. Rone, and among the owners of stock and occupiers of apart

ments are such men as James T. Woodward, president of the Hanover 
Bank; Isaac Bell, W. L. Cutting, Chas. T. Reynol-^s, Nathan Hobart and 
Prof. Youmans. The president of the Madison Avenue Company is S. P. 
Lowrey, of the law firm cf Porter, Low rey, Soren & Stone, and the stock
holders are nearly all wealthy business men." 

" Is there not danger that the property may run down by reason of 
the present owners selling or renting their apartments to undesirable 
people ?" 

" There is a restriction," said Mr. Flagg, " in the leases given by the 
company against iheir transfer without the consent of the company, pro
vided, however, that if the holder feel aggrieved by the company's refusal 
to consent he may demand an arbitration, he choosing one arbitrator and 
the company another, and they a third if they disagree; these shall decide 
whether, considering the importance in the case of such an apartment 
house as the company's, of all its occupants being good tenants whose 
occupancy will not impair the value of the house, or its quality, or stand
ing as a first-class, agreeable and respectable i-esidence, the company has 
unreasonably refused its consent and their decision shall be binding." 

Mr. Plagg went on to say that the structures were to be of brick with 
stone and terra cotta trimmings, and are to be absolutely fire proof 
throughout, with iron beams filled in with brick and hollow brick parti
tions. The Madison Avenue house was 100x110, and the Fifth Avenue 
mansion has a frontage on the avenue of 8'' feet and 125 feet on Twenty-
eighth street. Mr. King, the builder ofthe Mills and Post buildings, was 
the contractor, and Mr. C. W. Clinton the architect. 

Waterproof and Watertight Materials. 
Many house owners have no clear coutiepbion about the difference 

between waterproof and watertight building materials. Brick and mor
tar, for instance, may be waterproof—^that means water will not destroy 
them after the mortar is once well set, but they are by no means water
tight, as many have found out to their injury during the last unprecedented 
heavy rain. Even hydraulic cement, which sets under water and becomes 
there as hard as stone, is not watertight. Hence the disappointment of 
many who, when they build in low moist ground, have their cellars laid 
in hydraulic cement, imagining that by this precaution they will exclude 
the water, or who think that when the arch over a vault in front of a 
house under the sidewalk is built with hydraulic cement, the percolation of 
water will be prevented. All these substances are very poi'ous and will 
act like filters, letting the water gra'lually through their whole way, be it 
ever so thick. It is the same with brown freestone and all kinds of sand
stone. Marble is and other limestones are more watertisjht, but they are 
not as waterproof as brick, as they gradually are dissolved by water, as is 
proved by all old marble structures exposed to the elements, and which 
all have lost their sharp outlines. This may be even noticed in compara
tively modern buildings, as for instance the fluted Corinthian coin ns 
around the main buildiug on the Girard Co lege grounds in Philadelphia, 
have, at the outside where exposed to the rain, lost their sharp edges, 
which are still well preserved at the inside where the rain does not strike 
them. 

Granite in this respect is one of the most lasting of building materials, 
being not affected by water, which does not penetrate as it is not porous, 
neither does water in the least dissolve it as it does marble. It is, how
ever, not as flie-proof as brick, as experience has proved ; brick partition 
walls and brick fronts resist a fire better and often remain standing when 
the rest of the whole building is burned out, which is by no means the 
case with granite, and much less with marble fronts. The only available 
material to secure cellar and vaults against dampness and the penetration 
of water is asphaltum. But an interior coating of asphaltum is not 
enough, as this will come off when the wall is damp; the cellar floor and 
wall must be built with hot asphaltuni in place of mortar, every brick 
steeped in this material before laid down and a coating of asphaltum 
applied to the surface. This was done some twenty-five years ago, when 
the foundation was laid of the Brandreth Hou'se, corner of Broadway and 
Canal street, of which the cellars are considerably below tidewater, and 
with perfect success, as without this precaution they surely would be con
stantly inundated. For securing the arches over vaults against percola
tion of water from above, it is not necessary to build them in this way, 
but mortar may be used, but on the top of the arch a sufliciently thick 
layer of hot asphaltum is applied, taking care to give it; a slope and side
ward outlet for the water as if it were a roof, then '̂he earth may 
be placed on top and the arch will nofc only be waterproof but also 
watertight. 

It may be useful here to point out the great difference in practical value 
between the genuine natural asphaltum and its imitation, made by boiling 
down coal-tar, in this way a kind of pitch is obtained which resembles 
asphaltum, but has not its virtues, as it gradually drains off from the 
highest places and accumulates in the lowest, and thf^refore is unreliable. 
It is especially unfit for a road bed, and the scores of attempts made in 
this direction in New York and elsewhere have all turned out failures, 
which were great impediments to the introduction of geauiue asphaltum 
roads, which now at last have been laid down in some of our parks, such 
as Union square and Washington square. 

I t is often the case that a solitary house has a very moist cel'ar wall on 
one side, and always on the side toward which the natural drainage of the 
ground carries the water. In such a case the only remedy is to dig up the 
earth on that side (but in sections so as not to rob the whole wall at once 
from its sideward support), and then to cover this parfc of the wall after 
drying, by exposure to the air, with a coafc of asphaltum. We have often 
performed in this way a perfect cure of this ailment, especially whea a.san 
additional precaution the opening made was not filled in with the original 
moist earth, but with some porous material, such as furnace slugs, coke, 
coarse ashes, &c., and at the same time some kind of subterraneaa exit for 
percolating moisture was given sideward from the house. 

We have described the precautions in question in some partioulars, 
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because one of the main causes of unhealthy homes is moisture coming 
from below, which in itself is far worse than from above, viz.: a leaky 
roof. This, however, if not corrected in time may transform an otherwise 
wholesome residence into an unhealthy one, and is one of the objections to 
having a house uninhabited, ns the occupants in case of leakage are quick 
enough to inform the owner, but when a house is unoccupied damage may 
go on uninteriniptedly, especially in wiater, by snow, freezing of pipes, etc. 
For our part we would rather let a good tenant who did not pay his 
rent, remain temporarily in a house than turn him out at once, and leave 
the house unoccuj)ied. 

•-
Household Decorative Items. 

—Underlays of crimson, scarlet, or pink plush can be used with great 
effect in conjunction with decorative Beleek ware and opalescent glass. 

—A pretty mirror frame is ornamented by a spray of the passion flower 
twining around the branch of a tree which projects across the mirror, and 
is carried to the background of the frame. 

—A pond lily in cream and olive flannel, embroidered on the curled 
edges, is the latest pen-wiper. They are to be seen in the art department 
of the Ladies' Co-operative Dress Associafcion. 

—Pretty china baskets, chariots, small wooden wheelbarrows decorated 
with hand-painting, and boats with tiny sails, and flags, are used for orna
mental flower purposes on "high tea " tables. 

—The fashionable arrasene, which figures so conspicuously in embroidery 
this fall, is now used to decorate the plush frames for beveled mirrors. 
Designs are worked either in the corners or across the top and bottom, and 
are exceedingly effective. 

—Darning stitch is very much in use now. Designs are worked upon 
Java canvas in arrasene, and the background is simply daraed over quite 
evenly in any neutral-tinted crewel that may be preferred. This method 
has entirely superseded the old fashioned cross stitch. 

—The fashionable decoration for towels and napkins is Russian drawn 
work. The threads are drawn out at regular intervals, and then a design 
is worked in the interstices in colored threads either in herring-bone, 
button-hole or chain stitch, or by simply overcasting. 

—Artificial ivory of a pure white c <lor and very durable has lately been 
made by the inventor of celluloid. I t is prepared by dissolving shellac in 
ammonia, mixing the solution with oxide of zinc, driving off fche ammonia 
by heating, and afterward powdering the residue and strongly compressing 
it in molds. 

—The cultivation of needle work as a true arfc for decorative purposes is 
a great advance on the Berlin cafc, the rice covered boxes and the bead pin 
cushion. Old Russian houses of the better class sometimes contain veri
table treasures of ancient embroidery on linen in the positive reds and 
blues, yellows and greens, with which all are familiar. 

—The wood-work of Senator Pendleton's new house is very handsome, 
the drawing-room walls are paneled with pale blue raw silk, while the 
front entrance hall and library have maroon paper. The staircase is a 
handsome feature, and in the hall is a fire place with an antique window 
over the mantel. It occupies the lot adjoining Don Cameron's residence in 
Washington. 

—Cincinnati sent a fine exhibit of decorated faience to the Chicago Arfc 
Exposition. While there was nofc a great variefcy in the color u.sed, the 
artisfcs were successful in decora'ing without overloading the work. Some 
of the newest fancies were a stalk of lilies, or fleur de lis laid across a vase, 
or a bunch of asters, or a grouping of seashells and seaweeds, the preference 
has been given, however, to large and showy flowers, f 

—A new kind of painting on glass has lately been invented by a woman. 
It is executed on ordinary glass withoufc any preparation. Ifc may be 
appUed to the decoration of windows, vases, dishes, or any glass ware, 
provided the latter be free from imperfections. Ifc has the merit of stand
ing thorough cleansing with wafcer, and even rubbing wich a flannel; and 
when used for painting windows, while it effectually shuts oufc an u isightly 
view, ifc does not i npede the light, being as transparent as the glass itself 

—Combinations of painting and needle-work are used to produce excellent 
and picturesque effects for hanging, sofa-cushions, chair backs, lamp 
shades, etc. The flgures for example will be painted in Watteau or Kate 
Greenaway styles, and the ornamentation of drapery, the hair, jewelry and 
other effects, put in with the needle. A very pretty shade for lamps is 
made by painting different designs upon squares of colored silk and then 
uniting the squares by sewing insertions of French lace round them, to 
which deep lace edging is afterward joined. 

-Ex-Secretary Robeson is among the ex's who have the courage of their 
esthetic tastes. His house, designed by Baltimore architects, has a heavy 
pitched roof, the finialsof which support huge gilt sunflowers. The crestings 
of the roof are of terra cotta. There is a large pedimenc gable projection 
in fronfc and one on each side, and all the ornambntation is terra cotta. 
The house is of bright red brick, three full stories in height. There is a bay-
window on the south side and an oriel window, with stained gla^s, on O 
street. 

—The Art Magazine for November has a description of Kabyle pottery, 
their forms and decorations and method of making, which is of rent inter
est. The shape recalls those found in Cyprus. The decorations are mo,stly 
geometrical, but the outlines of the vases are often especially graceful, 
•ihe cluster-pofc is common, such as is now made in China for flowers. Art 
of ornamentation and shapes are undoubtedly of the greatest antiquity. 
Working in clay seems a constant occupation in Kabylia, all the women 
of the household engaging i j it, and in their viKages each family makes 
the tiles necessary for the roofing. 

The Sanitary Engineer gives a list, interesting to housekeepers, of the 
adulterations contamed in the " P. D." mixtures, principally so-called 
spices. Accordmg to this authority, they are all adulteration with not a 
isaving gram of reahty. 

On Dits. 
Miss Kate Sanborn's" Sunshine" calendar is a brilliant addition to 

these annual visitants. 
*** 

The Salmagundi Club will open its fifth annual show afc the National 
Academy of Design, New York, on Saturday evening, December 2, and 
close on Friday evening, December 23. 

*** 
Osicar Wilde says the king among edible fish is the red mullet. I t is the 

most to-ithsome of all the finny tribes. The American shad is too honey; 
salmon is coarse of fibre, except when caught fresh, and even whitebait 
is too dry. 

*** 
Anna Dickinson is to be repeated, in the person of a young lady who is 

to take the Democratic; stump. One would suppose thafc Anna Dickinson's 
experience of the ingratitude of a republic would have deterred the rest 
of her sex for a generation at least. 

*** 
" Bachelor" dinners have been a feature since dinners were k n o w n -

hut this winter young ladies assert the prerogative claimed for them by 
Alice Cary, of possessing an appetite, and will give farewell lunches to 
their gui friends, on the eve of matrimony. 

*** 
In the Battery Park, nearly opposite the old house in State street once 

occupied by Washington Irving, there was an old elm known as the Irving 
tree. When the elevated road structure was built some of the limbs were 
cut down, but last week saw the end of it, and this old landmark has van
ished forever. 

Japanese newspapers are printed in squares, and oue of these squares 
being left blank iu a recent issue of the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, the editor 
frankly states in the following number that what he had written proved 
to be wrong, so he took it out, and had not time to fill the space. Fancy 
a New York editor taking out his own statements because they were 
" wrong ! " 

*** 
College courtesies as a substitute for hazing, and brutality, are 

announced as having been exchanged between the Sophomores, and Fresh
men of Lafayette, and now Syracuse comes forward and protests that this 
has been its method of procedure for years. Nor does it stop there—bufc 
treats hazers like other riotous persons, and hands them over to the law. 
This is progress. 

* 
* * 

Quiz quotes Lady Hardy's opinion of Philadelphia, in comparison with 
her unfavorable criticism of NewYork, yet Lady Hardy comea back from 
Europe, and the antipodes, for three winters in succession, not to Phila
delphia, bufc to the cifcy which she abuses, and sfcays there. New York is 
like Mrs. Langtry, opinions differ as regards its beaufcy and art culture, 
but all agjree thafc it is " fascinating." 

*** 
There are certain people and papers that are always worrying themselves 

because workers do not get more social recognition. Why can they nofc 
understand, once for all, that a worker who is good for anything does not 
want ifc—that the work itself is better than any pafcfcings on fche back from 
idle people could possibly be. Work is a privilege, and those who can do 
it well, no matter in what form, do nofc need pity from anybody. 

*** 
Mary Anderson has purchased Saunder's life-size crayon protrait, of 

herself, done by order of Manager McVicker, in Chicago, as an attraction 
during her four weeks' engagement, which was an enormous success. I t 
represents her as Julia, in a beautiful costume of white silk, embroidered 
and decorated with plumes, which extend from the waist over each shoulder; 
large white hat with long drooping plumes. Miss Anderson prefers it to 
any other portrait of herself. 

*** 
The great publishing house of Harper Brothers is about to build a large 

printing and publishing establishment in Cincinnati. I t is not improbable 
that its weekly and monthly publications will, in time, he issued from that 
city. The Harper's publications have now to be dated ahead, so as not to 
seem stale when they reach the subscribers, and the steady Western 
extension of the country will eventually force many publications now at 
the East to take up their abode at Chicago, Sfc. Louis, or perhaps even fur
ther West. 

*** 
Mr, Thomas Burkhard, the well-known coppersmith, of 125 White sfcreet, 

expressed himself as very much pleased with the improvements made in 
THE RffCORD AND GUIDE. He told one of its representatives that no busi
ness man could afford to do without it. He regarded it as the best record 
extant and a real guide, to wealth. It gives paints of the greatest value and 
its cautions are always well timed. Mr. B. takes several papers, bufc T H E 
RECORD AND GPIDE is the only one he reads carefully. It is the best paper 
he has ever seen. 

Men would feel happy over the absence of the old-fashioned anfci-mac-
cassar, if ifc had not been succeeded by the still more dreadful " chair-
scarf." Men are resfclass creatures, they wriggle, and twist and work at 
whatever is within reach with their fingers. The old-fashioned " t idy" 
was intended to absorb the horrible barber's pomade, which they rub off 
on the cushioned backs of chairs and sofas, and, as it would wash, it 
relieved the mind of the. hjusakeeper in regard to the fate of her uphol
stery. But now the satin and plush, and Turkish embroidery and antique 
lace are more precious thin thi more solid materials they cover, and the 
housekeeper wails, and fche unhappy man slams the door on his way to the 
club more thau ever. 
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Concerning Men and Things. 
IContributed by an Ex-Editor.] 

I had a brief chat with Whitelaw Reid at the Lotos Club dinner, given to 
Bronson Howard, on Saturday evening last. He said he thought THE 
RECORD AND GUIDE was an interesting and well edited paper, but he que
ried: "has it not too many ideas ?" "Surely," I responded, " a sur^ilus of 
ideas ought to be a good stock in t ra ie for a newspaper ?" " I am uot so 
sure of that," said Mr. Reid. He was probably recalling the time in the early 
history of the Tribune, when Horace Greeley was giving voice to the 
aspirations of the social reformers and other dreamers who fiourished and 
had their day from 1846 down to the opening of the civil war. Greeley 
was abused in his time for his "isms "and eccentricities, but in making 
the Tribune the organ of the young, the hopeful and the liberal minded, 
he gave it a kind of reputation upon which its subsequent great material 
prosperity was founded. 

Horace Greeley's fate was a sad one, and his is another instance of the 
ingratitude of mankind to their greatest benefactors. He spent his life in 
advocating the cause of the slave and in demanding his emancipation; but 
when he was a candidate for the presidency, the colored vote was cast 
against him unanimously. Mr. Greeley also fought the protectionist battle 
for the manufacturers of Pennsylvania and New England from the time 
he first began to edit a paper. No one did more for the iron, cotton and 
wool manufacturing interests. But in the prehminary October elections, 
in the fall of 1872, Pennsylvania and New England voted for the rival can
didate for the presidency, and decided the issue. No wonder Horace 
Greeley died insane. 

But to return to Whitelaw Reid. Ee, so far, has been one of the most 
fortunate of men. A complimentary allusion to Mr. Greeley, in his war 
correspondence, when he was the "Aga te" of the Cincinnati Gazette, 
attracted the attention of the great New York editor. At that time John 
Russell Young was Mr. Greeley's managing editor, a position he was not 
competent to fill. Young was a fluent writer, and could compose an inter, 
esting article on almo:.t any topic, but he was unscrupulous and wasteful of 
money, aad more intent ou advancing bis own fortunes than in attending 
to the interests of the great property placed in his charge. Mr. Greeley 
had been looking about for a successor, and he offered Mr. Reid a place on 
his paper to test his capacity. Young, soon afterward, was driven from 
his place by the Associated Press, whose news he had dishonestly appro
priated for a private enterprise of his own in Philadelphia, and Mr Reid 
became his successor. Never had a young journalist a more difBcult role 
to fill. The editor of the Tribune became a candidate for the presidency, 
and its manager was placed in a most delicate position. He had to satisfy 
Mr. Greeley, who was exacting and capricious, and the readers of the 
paper who were revolting afc what they considered the treachery of the 
once great Republican organ. Then came Mr. Greeley's defeat, his 
ins nity and death. This was followed by a financial crisis, in which there 
was danger that the paper might pass into the possession of objectionable 
people. It required great personal tact and address to meet the various 
critical emergencies through which the Tribune passed, frori the time 
Mr. Greeley became a candidate for the presidency down to within a 
couple of years past. Mr. Reid passed through the ordeal triumphantly 
and the poor and hard working correspondent of 1864 is to-day a rich, 
popular, and prosperous gentleman, the undisputed head of one of the 
greatest newspaper properties in the metropolis of the nation. 

I distinctly recall my first interview with Mr. Reid. It was during the 
session of the Democratic National Convention, which finally nominated 
Horatio Seymour. I was then managing a political journal, and Mr. Reed 
called upon me for points. I was struck with the good sense he showed m 
discussing the situation, and the probabilities of success in the case of the 
rival candidates. My impression is tbat he then favored the nomination 
of Chief-Justice Salmon P. Chase. I little dreamed, at that time, thafc my 
interviewer would become in time the practical owner of the New York 
Tribune, for sw.h he is to-day. 

Mr. Reid is to be especially commended for his determination not tc 
take part in newspaper controversies. He has been bitterly assailed by 
rival and envious editors, but with rare self-restraint he has never defended 
himself. He is quite right in thinking tbat it is beneath the dignity of 
journalism for editors of greafc papers to wash their dirty linen in public 
So he followed the scriptural injunction, and, when reviled, reviled not 
again. I do not think he ever lost cast with the public, by his refusal to 
ever notice a personal attack. If this were the place to criticise the 
Tribune, I should say that what it lacked was ' ' ideas." There is always 
danger that the editors who are associated with millionaires, who are them
selves prosperous and hand in glove with the well-to-do, may get out of 
sympathetic relation with the hard-working millions who form the great 
bulk of the community, and upon whose patronage newspapers depend. 

I think I notice the pen of George Alfred Townsend in the extremely 
interesting melange of personal "Broadway" notes in the Sunday 
Tribune. Townsend is one of the most brilliant and versatile journalists 
in the country. I think I may claim to have partly discovered him. Dur
ing the civil war I found him working on a New York Sunday paper, and 
I offered him a position on a daily journal of which I was then managing 
editor; He became our war correspondent. I t was towards the end of 
the great struggle, and the only real chance he had was in describing the 
battle of Five Porks, in whi«!h he surpassed all the other correspondents in 
his brilliant word painting of one of the lasfc engagements before the sur
render of Lee. Mr. Townsend subsequently telegraphed from Washingfcon 
an account of the flight and death of John Wilkes Booth. Commencing at 
8 o'clock p. M;, he sent five columns of matter in time for the 3 o'clock edi
tion of the paper. It was a marvellous piece "of descriptive work, and was 
much praised by ne w^spaper men at the time. Since then Mr. Townsend 
has contributed to many journals, and fche amount of written matter pub
lished over his name has been prodigious. I understand he is to lecfcure this 
winter/and 1 hope he will make a great deal of money by ifc. When little 
more thai i -a boy he went to Europe with scarcely any money, but 

he managed to make allying in England, by lecturing on American topics. 
Mr. Townsend is more than a journalist; he has written some admirable 
works of fiction, and certain of his poems are of very superior merit. His is 
another instance of the unwisdom of trying to achieve excellence in too 
many different fields. He would have taken high rank as a poet or a 
novelist, had he confined his efforfcs to fche higher departments of letters 

«-
Interesting nside Facts About the Nickel Plate Road. 
A Wall street banker, who is thoroughly posted about the inside doings 

of the parties who bought and sold the control of the Nickel Plate road, 
was asked to furnish the facts to the readers of THE RECORD AND GUIDE. 

"Willingly" he replied. "The newspapers have not had the true 
inwardness of this matter. A great many people have been disappointed 
by the consummation of this sale; among ofchers Jay Gould, the con
tractors who built the road and a number of minor promoters. Gould 
really expected that he would secure the new road as an outlet to his 
Weste n system. He had made an offer which he hoped would have been 
accepted, but he was outwitted by Wm. H. Vanderbilt, who made the 
bargain with George I. Seney, the day after Gould started jn his Western 
trip." 

" Seney, then, got the best of his associates. He has generally 
been reputed to be a very religious and philanthropical gentlemen, who 
would not be guilty of getting the best of the public, much less his own 
associates." 

"Mr. Seney,"said the banker, " is a gentleman of very peculiar ways 
and it is he, and not his associates, who generally makes the money when 
accounts are balanced and the transactions completed. His ways of doing 
business are exceptional. He has uo social relations with any of the men 
with whom he does business. He is rarely se: n on the " street" and does 
not visit clubs. Hence he does not know men and has n~> p->rsonal acquaint
ance wifch the capitalists with whom he deals. However, he employs 
persons to keep him posted aboufc the ways and doings of the leaders of 
the " street." His associates of the Nickel Plate road fe^l very sore and 
complain that Mr. Seney cared for no one's interest bufc his own; ifc was he 
and not they who made any money. Vanderbilt dealt with him, directly, 
in the preliminary negotiations and completely outwitted Jay Gould, who 
supposed he had captured Seney. 

The State of Trad 
" There is a lull in trade just now," said Mr. Nathan Hobart to the 

writer. "Goods are slow of sale; the price of iron is falling off, and 
altogether the outlook is not as promising as ifc was afc the end of summer." 

" To whafc do you afctribute fchis season of hesitancy and dullness?" he 
was asked. 

•'Well,"said Mr. Hobarfc, "business men rather discounted the great 
crops during the summer, bufc failed to make allowance for the deficient 
harvests of the previous year, the effcjcfc of which has been felfc up to this 
time. The high prica of food crippled the great wage receiving classes, so 
that they did nofc have the surplus they w mid otherwise possess to spend 
in the purchase of goods. The higher rates for money, and the liquidation 
in Wall sfcreefc have sympafchetically affdcfced all other markets. We have 
manufactured rather more goods than the country can consume imme
diately, and have imporfced more than our people can buy." 

" Bufc some good resulfcs will follow this check in speculation." 
"Oh, yes. Pr<)duction has been cheapened. I am quite sure that a 

house can be built for 10 per cent, less thaa ifc would cosfc three months 
ago. Builders and contractors of all kinds can now discount the future 
with entire confidences; there will be no more strikes or advances in the 
price of material, for food of all kinds is gefcfcing cheaper, and this in itself 
is a substantial addition to the wages of labor." 

"But you look hopefully to the future V 
" 1 cannot but think," said Mr. Hobart, " that we shall have a prosperous 

year taken as a whole. Good crops, cheap food and clofching, a large emi-
grafcion, no confcracbion of the currency, no wars or rumors of wars, in 
short, all influences, positive and negative, poinfc fco an acfcivo trade and 
fair profits in business. I look for a much better feeling when grain is 
being harvested and the cotton movement is fully under way. But the 
producers musfc market their crops, and get their money before they can 
patronize business houses. 

Valuable Property—Past and Present. 
Editor RECORD AND GUIDE: 

Sir.—^Will you please answer through the columns of your paper the 
following question: Has there been at any time in the history of the city, 
a period when property, generally, has been higher than at the pres
ent time ? If so, please state at what time. H. M. J. 

A representative of THE RECORD AND GUIDE called on several brokers 
who are well posted in values, past and present, to get their answers to 
the above question, with the following result: Mr. E. H. Ludlow said that 
the value of land was comparative, and, in computing it, there were many 
things to be taken into consideration. He did nofc consider property, rela
tively speaking, as high at the present time as it was in 1836, when our 
currency was on a gold basis, and a Sl,000 were a S1,000. At this time 
(1836), realty ruled at what were then considered enormous prices, but, of 
course, in the following year there was a rapid decline in the great finan
cial crash of 1837. 

Mr. R. V. Harnett thought it might be positively stated thafc there never 
was a time in the history of this city when realty, generally speaking 
commanded as high prices as at present, and cifced the prevailing figures 
for business property, well-located lots on Lenox Hill and Harlem in proof 
of the same. Mr. Harnefcfc wenfc on to say that, of course, there was some 
property that had fallen off greatly in value, such as that located on the 
Riverside Drive and the Boulevard, but in these latter avenues, he had no 
doubt the decline would prove only temporary, and that he looked for a 
very decided advance in the near future. 



64 The Record and Guide. November 4^11, 1883 

Real Estate Department. 
There has been but little doing in the Exchange Salesroom during the 

present week; for two days, in fact, there were no sales whatever. But 
there has been very great activity outside of the auction room; business 
at the Register's oflice has been unusually heavy in the number of trans
actions and in their magnitude. Election week is usually a dull one on 
'Change, and so there will not be much property offered at auction until 
Thursday next; but from that time until the end of the month the leading 
auctioneers will be kept more busily employed. The most noticeable fea
ture in the market is (he firmness afc which figures are held. 

The destruction of the Park Theatre and the adjoining buildings will 
leave a vacant space on Broadway, which should be taken advantage of 
to erect a really noble structure. It is a pity that Broadway, from Union 
square to Madi*on square, was not widened twenty-five years ago. It is 
too late to do this now, as the buildings are too valuable to be removed, 
nor can the travel in that part of our great thoroughfare ever be relieved 
by the opening of any side street, it is too late for that also. I t follows 
that any store property in this neighborhood will increase in value for the 
next quarter of a century. If aU the ground covered by the late fire could 
be secured in one block, it would furnish room for a splended structure, 
with stores in frout on Broadway, and a theatre or hotel in the rear. 

The proposition to change the method of valuing and selling realty in 
New York, from the 25x100, or city lot standard, to so much per square 
foofc, does nofc seem to meat with much favor. Computation by square 
feet is quite common in Europe, and in cerfcain porfcions of this country, 
nofcably Chicago and Boston. But it is contended that the old system has 
become so thoroughly established in the metropolis, that any decided effort 
to make the change would meet with great opposition. A prominent Pine 
street broker said, this week, that "Any change bringing about so radical 
a departure from the present method of measuring ground, would inex
plicably confute matters for a long time, and, for his part, he had yet to 
see any good reason advanced for such a change." 

The annexed table of projected buildings presents some interesting 
features to New York owners of realty. The comparison is between Octo
ber of this year and that of last year. The number of buildings has 
increased, and the estimated cost, which was less than three million last 
October, is over five million this .October. Ifc will be noticed that the 
increased expenditure is below Fifty-ninth street [and west of Central 
Park. Ou the West Side, proper, nearly $400,000 worth of improvements 
were projected for the past month against $60,000 for last year: 

1881. 188-2. 
October. October. 

Number plans 98 129 
Total No. buildings embraced 246 283 

Estimated cost $2,908,300 $5,020,736 
No. south of 14tb street 9 18 

Cost $118,500 $353,9.50 
No. between 14lh and 59th streets 34 57 

Cost $771,700 $1,768,26-) 
No. between 59th and 125th streets, west of Sth av.. 6 21 

Cost $60, 00 $393,500 
No. between 59th and 125thstreets, east of 5th av.. 102 307 

Cost $1,206,5CO $l,80S,5f0 
No. between llOih and 125th streets, Sth and Sth avs 13 2 

Cost $162,000 $24,000 
No. north of 125th street 39 35 

Cost $428,800 $531,850 
No. Twenty third and Twenty fourth Wards. 43 43 

Cost $159,550 $110,673 

Contracts between landlord and tenant cannot be too explicit. A suit to 
recover damages caused by a falling wall was brought by a tenant in 
the Marino Court, but the case was decided against him, owing to the 
" absence of any covenant to repair on evidence that the defect exinted 
when defendant leased the property to plaintiff." 

On Tuesday the Board of Aldermen passed resoluticns permitting Wm. 
Noble to erect six ornamental lampposts and lamps opposite the apartment 
buildings on the Southwest corner of Seventh avenue and Fifty-seventh 
street, and directing the New York & Harlem Railroad Company to erect, 
at its own expense, a retaining wall, surmounted with a coping and iron 
railing along each side of its track upon the land owned by fchem between 
One Hundred and Fifty-sixth and One Hundred and Sixty-second streets, in 
the Twenty-third Ward, the work to be completed by May 1,1884, also a res
olution directing the Commissioner of Public Works, notwithstanding objec
tions of the Mayor, to take immediate measures for opening and keeping 
open constantly, the mains leading toand from the Murray, Hill reservoir at 
Fifth avenue, between Fortieth and Forfcy-firsfc streets, in order to maintain 
therein a full head of water and constant supply therefrom equal to its 
greatest capacity, and referred to the Committee on Public Works a reso
lution permitting the trustees of the Temple Emanuel to lay a concrete or 
asphalt pavement in Forty-third street, from east crosswalk at Fifth ave
nue to a point 235 feet easfc of Fifth avenue, the cost not to exceed $1,000, 
to the Department of Public Works, and the cost above $1,000 to be paid 
by said trustees. 

During the past week some very importanfc sales of real estate were 
placed upon record in the Register's office, among which are the foil 
owing : Broadway, Nos. 5, 7, ^,9 and 11, and running through to 
Nos. 5, 7, 9 and 11 Greenwich street, by the Manhattan Railway 
Company, to James Steen, for $430,000, and resold ^by Steen to Du
mont .Clarke for $450,000; Nos. 177 an i 179 Broadway, five-story stone 
front office buildings, to Germania Fire Insurance Company, for $175,000 
each. No. 177 was sold at public auction in April last for $125,000; the 
same company has also assumed title to No. 10 Corfclandt street, paying 
therefor $100,000; Wall sfc. No. 12, five-story stone front office building, 
sold to trustees for John J. Astor, for $300,000. Greenwich street, south
east corner of Chambers street,| three five-sfcory brick stores, fco John S 
Martin, for $165,000; Warren street, No. 8, for $69,500; Broome and 
Wooster streets for $115,000. 

The eight lots on the Seventh avenue Boulevard were sold yesterday 
to Mr. S. H. Hurd, at the following figures: Four lots corner One 

Hundred and Twenty-third street brought $29,500, and four lots corner 
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth street orought $30,500. 

Messrs. A. H. Muller & Son will sell on Wednesday, November 8, some 
choice improved property, comprising the four-sfcory brick dwellings on 
the northwesfc corner of Gramercy place and Twentieth sfcreet, a four-
sfcory house on the northeast corner of Fourth avenue and Twentieth 
street, and the four-story brown stone house on the southeast corner of 
Lexington avenue and Fifty-second street. 

On Friday. November 10, Bernard Smyth will sell, by order of James 
D. Fish, Esq., a number of parcels of valuable realty. The improved 
property is located on Grand and East Seventy-second sfcreefcs, and the 
southwest corner of Fourth avenue aad One Hundred and Twenty-ninth 
street. The lots which are situated on the southeast corner of the Bou
levard and Sixty-second street. Ninth avenue, southeast corner of One 
Hundred and Eighteenth street, and One Hundred and Seventeenth and 
One Hundred and Eighteenth streets, easfc of Ninth avenue, will doubtless 
bring oufc much competition. 

Gossip of the Week. 
There has been considerabla activity in Fifty seventh street lots at pri

vate sale during the past week ac advancing prices, and for improvement. 
Mr. John H. Deane has sold the plot of ground on the northwest corner of 
Fifty-seventh street and Seventh avenue, comprising six city lots, and 
upon which a magnificent apartment houee is to be erected; the same gen-
1 leman has also sold the tw o lots, 43x100, on the north side of Fifty-seventh 
sfcreet, commencing 250 feet west of Sixth avenue, and adjoining the new 
Baptist Church now in course of erection, to private parties, for about 
$>0,000, and they will commence at once the erection of two fine private 
dwellings. Mr. W. H. De Forest, it is reported, has sold his two lots on 
the north side of Fifty-seventh street, 400 feet west ot Fifth avenue, for 
ab )iJt $lo5,000. T. E. D Pov/er has sold two lols on the north side of 
Fifty-seventh street, between Ninth and Tenth avenues, for $16,000. 

The eld church property on the !-outh side of Twenty-eighth streefc, west 
of Bload^^ay, nOxlOO, has been sold for $10(',0i 0. 

W. F. Corwith has sold two lots on the southwest corner of Norman 
avenue and Newell street, 50x95, for Charle.s T. Grosjean, trustee to P. W. 
Wanlmacher and M. L. Antolius, for $3,800, and upon which they will 
build stores and dwellings. 

Anthony Smyth has'pui-chased four lots on the north side of One Hun
dred and Twenty-sixth sfcreet, 350 feel' west of Sixth avenue, for $31,000. 

G. H. Canis has sold the two four-story brick flats, with stores on the 
west side of Eighth avenue, between One Hundred and Twenfcy-third and 
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth streets, for Jacob Jenny, for $40,000, 
and two lots on the south side of Oue Hundred and Sixteenth street, 
between Seventh and Eighth avenues, for §12,0JO, to ^Messrs Deane & 
Chamberlain. 

Messrs, Maclay & Davies have sold the four-story high stoop brown 
stone dwelling No. 16 East Sevenfcy-fiffch streefc, 24.11x60.4x102.2, to Mrs. 
Mary E. Pentz, wifeof Archibald M.. Pentz, Picsidenfc of^the Cotton Press, 
for $55,000. 

John Coar has sold the four-sfcory dwelling :̂ No. 136̂  West Fifty-eighth 
sfcreet, 16 feet front, to Mr. E. W. McClave, for $38,000. 

Messrs. Lswis & Harris have sold for B. Havanagh another of ,his four-
story high stoop brown stone dwellings, being No. 50 East Eighty-third 
street. 18x55x102.2, with an extension, to A. V. Meaks, for $SL,000. 

Messrs. John Graham & Sons have sold the four-stoi'y dwelling. No. 126 
East Seventy-second street, 20x60x102.2, with a two-story extension, to 
John Daniell, for $41,750. 

A. W. Lobdeli has sold, for Clara Vredenburgh, the four-story high 
stoop brown stone house on the south side of Twenty-ninth sfcreet, 80 feefc 
east of Lexington avenue, 20x54x93, to Robert Hutcheson, for $17,000. and 
for David McCure, the three-story ,high-stoop brick hoa<e, No. 147 East 
Eighteenth street, to Margaret Roberts, for $15,000. 

Messrs. Butler & Matheson have sold, for John B. Smith, the old four 
story brick building. No. 388 Broadway, 23x8 ', to R. S. Clark, for $84,000. 
Mr. Smith purchased this property on April 12, for $66,000. 

The McManus Brothers have sold the Atlantic and Pacific apartment 
houses, situated on Ninety-first street, between Lexington and Park 
avenues, for $65,000 cash, to a new investor in realty. They are flve-story 
brick fronts, trimmed wifch sfcone and terra cotta, and are each 27x86x102.2. 

The contract for the sale of Terence Farley's last three houses on Seventy-
fifth street, befcween Madison and Park avenues, to an investor, will prob
ably be signed by Monday next. 

Jersey City Realty. 
A representative of THE RECORD AND GUIDE recently called on Prank 

Stevens, of Jersey City, to ascertain the state of the real estate market in 
that city. Below will be found a summary of what Mr. Stevens said: 

" Real estate in Jersey Cifcy is beginning to ' boom;' there have been 
number of important sales recently, f̂ both improved and unimproved 
property. Capitalists and speculators would do well to give a little atten
tion to our sales, as improved property can often be purchased at prices 
that yifld an income ot from 10 to 15 per cenfc. There are lots in close 
proximity to the steam and horse cars that can be purchased for from $200 
to $1,000, and on which small houses can be erected at a cosfc of from $701 
to $3,000, and in my opinion the people at large will not be slow to take 
advantage of these inducements in preference to residing in tenements. 
People are likely to be deceived in the value of and demand for Jersey 
Cifcy realty by the sales sometimes held afc the New York salesroom. The 
only way to dispose at auction of our real estate is to hold tho sales direcfcly 
on the premises. I co fideutly look for a steady advance in prices of both 
improved and unimproved property in all sections of Jersey City. Amoug 
the recent auction sales that I have held I may mention as in some way 
reflecting the activity in the market, ihe sale of a large number of buill-
ing lots fronting on Montgomery and Church sfc-'eets, and Baldwin and 
Summit avenues, at from $395 to |80O eacb, and on which a number of 
small houses will be erected; a number of lots.adjoining the Jackson avenue 
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station of the Newark & New York Railroad, at from about $700 to $1,100 
per lot, and on Tuesday lasfc of eighfc lots on Hancock and Cambridge ave
nues, between Hutton and Griffith streets, for a total of $3,237. 

Out Among The Builders. 
Messrs. Pugin & Walter have the plans in hand for the erection of a 

three-story cottage, in the Queen Anne style of architecture, at Irvington. 
I t will be 45x56, and the ovsoier, Mr. H. H. Cannon, intends to have every
thing done by days' work. 

R. Napier Anderson has the plans under way preparatory to the altera
tion of the premises, No. 28 Broadway, into a first-class office building. 
It will be five stories high, 27.9x208, running through to New street, and 
contains sixty offices, with conveniences. Cost, $40,000. 

iinthony Smyth will erect a row of flve brown stone private residences 
on the north side of One Hundred and Twenty-sixth street, commencing 
350 feet west of Sixth avenue. 

James Renwick has the plans in hand for the erecfcion of two cottages, 
in the Queen Anne style, at Seabright, N. J. They will be 30x40 each 
and the owners, Mr. George Kobbe and Mr. J. Bryant Lindley, expect to 
expend about $7,000 each. 

I t appears that a new extensive apartment house is finally to l;e erected 
on the south side of Twenty-third street, between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues, by a co-operative association to be known as the Chelsea apart
ment house. The location is that formerly occupied by the old armory 
that was destroyed by flre and of which we have spoken several times in 
this column. The apartments in this building will be divided into suites of 
from three to nine rooms and the architects are Messrs. Hubert, Pirsson 
&Co. 

The Mutual L=fe Insurance Company are about to erect an extunsive 
office building on the plot of ground formerly owned by the United States 
Government, on Nassau street, and occupied by them as a post office, but 
as yet they have not decided on any deflnite plan nor as to what archi
tect they will employ. 

Thomas Osborne will soon commence the erection of an eight-story and 
basement apartment house, 54x96x104, on the north side uf Seventeenth 
street, commencing 281.6 west of Second avenue. The front will be of 
English red stone eliborately carved and trimmed, while the interior will 
be fitted with the latest modern conveniences. Mr. Osborne proposes to 
have all the labor on this structure done by day's work, and will expend, 
including the cost of the ground, at least $165,000. 

John Sullivan will build two flve-story briek flat houses, trimmed with 
Ohio stone, on the plot of ground on the north side of Seventy-fifth street, 
325 feet east of Second avenue, 40x102.2. 

D. & J. Jardine have the plans under way for the alteration of Mr. G. C. 
Scheier's house, No. 116 West Twenty-third street, into a store building. 

A syndicate will erect a very extensive office buUding, on the plot of 
ground known as Nos. 5, 7, 9 and 11 Broadway, and Nos. 5, 7, 9 and 11 
Greenwich street, 162.4x200x151.10x170.8. The plans have not yet been 
determined upon, but wUl probably include accommodations for a new 
Stock Exchange. 

A large apartment house, 75x100, on the Home Club plan is soon to be 
erected on the corner of Sixth avenue and One Hundred and Thirtieth 
street. 

R. S. Clark proposes to tear down the old brick building, No. 383 
Broadway, and erect an office building to be joined on to his other building 
on the northwest corner of Broadway and White street. I t will be fitted 
with an elevator and other conveniences. 

3. Heads of departments to be appointed and removed by the Mayor at 
will. 

4. .A. board to control the expenditure of money for city purposes, the 
majority of whom shall be citizens without other office. 

5. A modification of the present law relative to the powei-s and duties of 
the Board of Aldermen. 

8. The removal of the Mayor at any time by the Governor, for mal
feasance in office or criminal neglect of duty. 

Resolved, That this association deems itself to be permanently pledged to 
the abovo mentioned reforms, and that it will advocate the supremacy of 
any party in this city committed to their accomplishment. 

Resolved, That after the November election, suitable bills be drawn for 
the action of the next Legislature giving to the city such reforms, and that 
this association take measures to secure their passage. 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the secretary of this 
meeting to the candidates for the Mayoralty in this city, requesting a 
reply whether they are or are not in favor of the proposed reforms. 

A large number of new members were proposed, _and the meeting, 
which had been a very interesting one, adjourned. 

The West Side Association. 
A special meeting of the West Side Association was held at the rooms of 

the Association, 1205 Ninth avenue, last Saturday evening, on the report 
of Morningside and Riverside Parks. Mr. Olmsted, the President, pre
sided. There was an unusually full attendance. General Viele offered a 
resolution expressing regret at the death of Edward Clark. Mr. Olmsted 
then gave an extended history of the improvement of Morningside Park, 
and the difficulties encountered in the undertaking. He stated that Mr. 
Mould's design for the easterly avenue of the Park was approved at the 
last meeting of the Park Department, and that a large force of men was 
now at work oa Morningside avenue, which would be graded within a year. 
He characterized it as one of the finest avenues in any city in the world, 
which it undoubtedly will be when completed. 

A special committee was authorized to be appointed to hasten the im
provement of bofch Morningside and Riverside Parks. 

The President, as chairman of the Committee on Laws and Legislature, 
also reported progress on Land Transfer Reform, saying he had concluded, 
after much study and deliberation, upon tbe details of a plan of reform, 
which would be promulgated during the winter. 

A report by Mr. Cammann followed on building operations on the West 
Side, and shanties, which latter the association are still engaged in remov
ing. 

Mr. Cyrus Clark gave an amusing description of the advertisements on 
the roads in Morningside Park. A committee was appointed to wait on 
the Park Department with reference to them. After a general denuncia
tion of the condition of the city departments and of the affairs of the city 
generally, the following resolutions were offered by Mr. Olmsted and unan
imously adopted: 

Whereas, Neither of the political, or.so-called reform parties, of this 
city have suggested or advocated any principles or purposes looking to 
a reform in the administration of our city affairs; 

And, whereas, The election of any candidate without his being pledged 
to such reforms, will not be likely to accomplish anything towards securing 
them, therefore. 

Resolved, That this association will prosecute municipal reform in this 
city for the following objects: 

1. The election of a Mayor at a time when no other election is held. 
3. Single heads of the public departments. 

Notes and Items. 
A new school house is building afc St. Paul, Minn., to cost $81,000. 
A new hotel is to be built afc once at Long Branch, N. J., to cost $300,000. 

Washington, Fayette County, Ohio, will erect a court house, to cost 
$100,000. 

New structures of over a quarter million dollars in value are being 
erected in Philadelphia. 

The increase in steel production in this country for ten years is from 
160,108 tons in 1872 to 1,778,912 fcons in 1881. 

The Illinois Central Railroad will soon erecfc a depot to cost $5U0,0D0 on 
the site of the old one burned in the great Chicago flre of 1871. 

A new theatre, to be called Gray's Opera House, will be built at the 
junction of Broadway and Fourth streefc, Brooklyn, cosfc, $50,0(0. 

While there is no boom in Chicago, real esfcate properfcy is strongly held. 
Another music hall is to be opened corner of Jackson street and Wabash 
avenue. 

The good citizens of Pif.tsburg are "decidedly opposed to rapid transit, as 
conclusively shown in a large meeting of citizens, who earnestly protested 
against it. 

San Francisco still lives. The cost of repairs and building, for the 
month of September, was over $450,000, a marked iucrease over the pre
ceding month. 

The Montauk Block, a ten story office building in Chicago, is pronounced 
by the Chicago Tribune as the most extraordinary example of masonry so 
far produced in the West. 

The Board of Trade, of Philadelphia, is making a vigorous fight against 
the overground poles and wires. Ifc is doing its besfc to force the Western 
Union to comply with the law. 

The daily production of the Minneapolis flouring mills i-? 18,6)0 barrels 
The receipts of wheat have been 116,000 bushels per day, and the ship
ments of flour nearly 16,000 barrels. 

Over three millions is the amount stated to have been invested in build
ings in Detroit, in the past year, and over flfteen hundred business blocks 
and residences were added to the city. 

The shipment of dressed beef from the Western to the Eastern markets 
is becoming general among the Chicago dealers, and an order has been 
issued for the building of 100 refrigerator cars. 

The flre insurance companies have advanced rates in Chicago from 10 to 
25 per cent. This is not because of auy unusual number of fires, but 
because present rates do not^pay expenses. 

The growth of bee culture is reaching enormous proportions, as shown by 
the fact that only $1,( 00 000 was invested in 1870, while in 1879 the profits 
were estimated at $16,000,000 iu the United Sfcates alone. 

Several of the wharves in Boston have been enlarged, among others the 
famous India Wharf. Within two years wharf property has been highly 
esteemed in Boston, as the commerce of that port has increased very 
greatly. 

The real estate outlook in Chicago shows a decline in speculation, but 
there are signs of a healthy return to solid business principles. The 
aggregate of sales for September was $400,000 in excess of the same 
month last year. 

Thj number of real esfcate sales in San Francisco for the month of Sep
tember was 198, of the value of $1,059 609. There continues to be a strong 
demand for good, flrst, second and even third-class business properties. The 
demand is in excess of the supply. 

Detroit is making a praiseworthy move for the pleasure and convenience 
of her citizens; plans and estimates have been made for a drive 50 feet wide, 
flanked by a row of trees on each side and a 6 foot sidewalk. This will be 
the grand Boulevard of the cifcy. 

The total number of new buildings erected in the cities of Washington 
and Georgetown during the ybar is 633; 77 frame buildings outside the flre 
limits; against 623 and 57 respectively last year. Half a million dollars 
more expended in building than last year. 

The government disposed of 8,650,219 acres of land in 1879; 9.166,918 acres 
were sold in 1880; in 1881 the sales reached 10,759,107 acres; the aggr</gate of 
sales up to June 30, 1883, was 15,699,849. The total sales have not doubled 
since 1879, but they have increased almost six-fold in the South. 

In 1870 there were 12,505,933 persons engaged in agriculture, manufac
tures, the professions an i home and foreign trade; in 1880 the number had 
increased to 23,160,000. It thus appears that while the growth of population 
between 1870 and 1880 v/asonly a little over 30 per cent., the increase in 
the number of persons employed was more than 85 per cunt. In manufac
tures the increase was 93 por cent.: the professions, 77 per cent.; faruiin 

:81 per cent. Of the 23,000,0110 persons engaged in active employment, fol 
seven-twelf tli8 are tillers of the soil. 
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The Quacks Defacing Morningside Park. 
N E W YORK, November 2d. 

Editor THE RECORD AND GUIDE : 

I beg to call the attention of the Park Commissioners, through your 
columns, to the fact that the advertising agents of the different quack 
nostrums, panaceas, etc., are disflguring all the rocks on the east side of 
Morningside Park by painting their names and other devices on the same. 
Now, as work has at last been resumed on the Park, nothing should be 
allowed there that will, in any way, disfigure the premises or delay the 
completion of the improvement. A SUBSCRIBER. 

Free Lecture Course. 
The Association of Master Plumbers, of this city, announce the foUowing 

series of lectures under their auspices during the ensuing season, at Stein
way Hall: 

November 2, "The Air in its Relations to Health" (Illustrated), by Prof. 
Chas. F. Chandler, of Columbia College; December 5, Dramatic and 
Musical Entertainment; January 9, " The Almighty .Dollar," by Rev. Wil
liam Lloyd, pastor of Central Congregational Church; February 6, " No. 
26 Daydieam Avenue," by James C. Bayles, editor of the Metal Worker: 
March 1, "The Glory and the Shame of New York," by Rev. Howard 
Crosby, Chancelor University of New York. 

Houses in the Air. 
What remains of the eleven-storied houses of old Edinburgh is looked at 

with wonder by tourists, who have found one of equal height in Genoa, 
and some of seven, and even nine stories in Paris, which are now being 
copied in New York, but London, supposed to be conservative in the mat
ter of height in buildings intended for residences, has just finished a block 
of houses fourteen stories in he.ght, pufcfcing antiquity quite in the shade. 

The towns of Suffolk County have increased their assessment rolls as 
follows: Easthampfcon, $13,5S'); Siufchampfcon, $187,050: Shelter Island 
$13,100; Soufchold, $63,9)0; Riverhead, $35,300; Brookhaven, $65,866; 
Smithtown, $11,335; Islip, $'̂ 5,518; Babylon, $36,285; Huntington, $17,550. 
Total increase, $517,374, being mosfcly on railroad property. 

The Jonathan Horton farm, at Baiting Hollow, was sold at auction 
recently. Warren Hulse purchased thirty acres of woodland for $170. 
N. W. Talmage purchased seventy-five acres of cleared land for $2,880; 
a third parcel of cleared land, comprising sixty acres, was sold fco Harriefc 
N. Brown, for $?,600, and a two acre plot passed to William E. Barber 
for $300. 

gas does, are not so easily realized as when more light is needed, and the 
doors and windows are carefully shufc. The electric light is perfectly pure, 
pleasant to the eye, and so much like gas in color that when covered by a 
ground glass globe no one can tell whether ifc is gas or electricity. It is 
perfectly steady, and has none of the flickering sometimes due to the 
weakness of the engine which drives the dynamo. The powerful engines 
at the Edison Station, in Pearl street, run without the slightest jar, for the 
engme-shaft is connected directly wirh the dynamo, thus doing away with 
the belt to which in former experiments could be traced most of fche. 
unsteadiness in the light. This is one reason why the six enormous dyna
mos for 1,250 lights apiece have each an engine as parfc of the dynamo. 
There is now running, in the Pearl street station, one dynamo, the current 
from which is senfc to wherever the men are at work joining the street 
mains to the house mains, so that the lights can be tested as the work goes 
on. At any time after this week the houses having their lamps and meters 
in can use the light. It is stated that Mr. Edison is delighted with the 
resulfcs of his two years' work, and is studying out any^obstacles which may 
present themselves. 

As a result of the completion of the Edison system some of the persons 
who have introduced the new light have sent to the gas company, which 
has been supplying them with gas, and requested that their meters be 
taken out and their " meter depcisit'' returned, with interesfc. In .some 
instances the deposit has remained with the gas company for twenty-flve 
years. The receipt given by gas companies for such deposits stipulates 
that interest shall be paid, and many old receipts call for interest at 7 per 
ceut. The opportunity of ejecting the gas-meter and closing up accounts 
with the gas company seems to give as much pleasure to some persons as 
the prospect of getting the electric light. 

The wotkmen in the employ of the Edison Company are making connec
tions between street and house mains at the rate of about twenty-five a 
day.—Exchange. 

James G. Blaine's Splendid Washington House. 
The most striking house at the west end of the city of Washington is tbe 

new residence of the Hon. James G. Blaine. Ic stands clear from all other 
structures, a massive pile of red brick, and at first sight would be taken 
for some public building by a stranger. The exterior of the nmnsion is in 
striking contrast with all the neighboring houses. Built of plain, pressed 
brick, the only ornamentation attempted is variations of the same material 
in the form of black lines and terra cotta. The latter is displayed in orig
inal design about the main entrance on Twentieth street. On Massachu
setts avenue is being erected an elegant porte cochere of artistically 
wrought iron work. The house is of full three stories, with basement and 
attic floors. Entering by a substantial flight of brown stone steps one 
reaches a solid oak double door, carved elaborately, yet with no superfluous 
or showy ornamentation. The entrance hall is in keeping with tbe prom
ise of the portals. A fioor of variegated wood supports magnificantly pro
portioned oak pillars, which in turn support a ceiling paneled in the same 
substantial material. The walls are also wainscoted in oak. To the right 
is the reception room, finished in black walnut, with elaborately carved 
mantel, framing an old-fashioned looking fire-place, furnished with andi
rons and artistically mounted hearth. On the left JS a comp<jnion room, 
the parlor, leading to the drawing room and library—all en suite—finished 
in Honduras mahogany, the latter lined breast high with book-cases, cov
ered with carved work. A bufler's pantry beyond the library opens to 
the dining-room, with an intervening dumb-waiter of the proportions of 
a moderate-sized elevator, and running clear to the roof. The dining-
room, wifch a capacity to seafc bufc a select gafchering, and obviously intended 
for no state occasions, is also finished in mahogany. 

Along the rear of the house, overlooked by the windows of the three 
last-named rooms, is a capacious verandah. All the floors on this level 
are formed of the same woods as the hall. The doors are made to slide 
into recesses in Ihe wall, and respond to the touch of a child, so well 
balanced and adjusted are they. Every door and window in the house is 
connected with an electric indicator, in effect forming a complete burglar 
alarm. Electric bells and speaking tubes traverse the house in all direc
tions. A magnificent carved oak stairway leads by an easy ascent of 
seventeen steps, eight feet wide, to a landing, with a divided short return 
of six steps. 

The upper hall is graced with oak pillars of as elegant but less elaborate 
design aa those below. The principal room on this floor is Mr. Blaine's 
chamber. Leading from this chamber, which, as are all on the floor, is 
flnished in poplar wood, is a bath room, which certainly equals anything 
of modern model. Five flne large rooms comprise the family and guests' 
chambers on this floor. In the rear are other rooms, intended for the use 
of servants. On the floor above are a number of well appointed bed
rooms, together with a Isrge cedar closet for furs, etc., and in the attic 
tier is contained still another set of rooms, less in number than on either of 
the other floors, but all finely fitted up. In the basement is found a large 
billiard room under the library, and of the same size—about 20x25 feet. 
Near to this is the smoking room. Across the spacious hall is a kitchen, 
laundry, and other domestic offices, all fitted up with the latest modern 
appliances. Altogether there are about twenty-five rooms in the man
sion. The ros.t was at first estimated at $40,000, but has been increased 
by frequent alterations at Mr. Blaine's suggestion until the final accounts 
will probably exceed that sura by 100 per cent. Mr. Blaine desires to be 
put in possession of his new property by the first of December, and those 
having the matter in charge hope to be able to finish by that time. 

Electric Lighting in London. 
The London streets lighted by electricity are divided into three districts 

and assigned to the Brush, the Simehs and the Lontin systems. The 
Brush Company employed thirty-three lamps in lighting their district; 
and the cost for one year was $7,050. Of this amount $3,300 was for 
lighting, the balance being for works. The Lontin system was re yre-
sented by thirty-two lamps. The cost was $14.G5(), of which $7,300 was 
for the lighting alone. The Messrs. Siemens Bros, employed six large 
lamps and twenty-eighfc small ones, afc a total cost of $18,600, $11,350 of 
this amount being for lighting. 

The conductors used by the Brush Company were laid in four-inch cast 
iron pipes beneath the footways; thos-j of the Lontin Company in wooden 
troughs; and those of the Siemens Bros, in iron pipes, as in the first case. 

The Brush Company utilized the lamp posts for s-ipporfcing their lights. 
The centre of the globes was 15 feet from the pavement. Most of the Lontin 
lamps were placed on iron standards designed for the purpose, the centre 
of the globes being 17 feet 3 inches from the pavement. Of the Siemens 
lamps, fche smaller ones were placed on iron columns! 21 feefc in height, 
while the larger ones were attached to iron trelliswork sfcandards, 80 feefc 
high. 

The resulfc has shown that for public thoroughfares, uniform distribu
tion of light, generally speaking, best meets the public requirements, and 
this can be most successfully obtained by small light-s at small distances 
apart Powerful centers of light, at long intervals apart, give intense 
brightness with deep shadows in their immtdi^te vicinity, and distribute 
the light very uneq lally over the areas assigned to them; tested by this 
principle the excess of light given by the electric lamps was much less 
valuable than might be supposed. 

The area lighted by each tlectric lamp averaged aboufc 1,015 square 
yards, while aboufc 223 square yards were lighted by each gas lamp. 

As to cost in the Brush district there was a slight difference in favor of 
electricity; in the Lontin district the electric light cost about twice aa 
much as gas, and in the Siemens district about three and three quarter 
times as much. Under the Brush contract the company were paid only 
about 27 cenfcs per lamp per night. The Brush lamps cost 35 cents each 
last year, and under the present contract the company receives 70 cents 
per lamp per night. The comnaission have made arrangements with the 
Brush Company for continuing the lighting of their district for another 
year at a cost of $4,000. 

Electric Lighting in New York, 
For some time, the United States and the Brush Electric Light compa

nies have been illuminating portions of the upper part of the city, while 
now the lower portion is commenced to be illuminated by The Edison 
Electric Light Company, which for the lasfc year and a half has been pre
paring to light up its first district, bounded by Spruce and Wall streets, 
Nassau street and the East Eiver, In summer the advantages of a light 
wbieh does away with heat and gas odors, and does not yitiata tbe air aa 1 Seventy-fifth street, 

One Good Alderman at Least. 
In elections for municipal ofacers all good citizens should throw party ties 

aside and vot^ for the best men nominated. At the coming contest on Tuesday 
next every property owner and tax payer should see well to the record of the 
candidate for whom he casts his ballot for the important oflSce of Alderman. In 
the Twenty-first Assembly District Mr. David De Venny has been nom
inated for this office. Mr. De Venny has been identified with the real estate 
interests of this cityfor a period of twenty years, and served as appraiser for the 
Union Dime Savings Institution, under Henry L. Lamb and A. B. Hepbrun, the 
present Superintendent. It is a matter of great importance to property owners 
that the Board of Aldermen should be composed of men who are not only^willing 
but know how to take care of the taxpayer's interest. To this fact it is doubt
less due that Mr. De Venny, in addition to securing the nomination of the taxpay
ers and being endorsed by the Citizens' party, has also been commended to the 
public as well worthy of their support for the office of Alderman of the Twenty-
first Assembly District by such well-known property owners as John H. Sher
wood, B. B. Sherman, C. P. Huntington, C. N. Bliss, Wm. H. De Forest, T. S. Van 
Volkenburgh, Timothy C. Eastman, Henry Hyman, Geo. N. Williams, M. C. D.. 
Burden, Wm. H. Lee, O. M. Bogert, JohD|W. Britton, Albert D. Oppenheim, Jacob' 
Halsted, James R. Smith, Eobert Irwin, H. Pinner, F. A. Holly, William Lalor, N 
J. Newitter, Augustin Walsh, Sigmund T. Meyer, Geo. S. Lespinasse, Sinclair 
Myers, A. Lehman, Robert Maclay, R. V. Harnett, Patrick Fox, Eoswell P-
Flower, J. Seligman, David Dinskelspiel, Henry|Knickerbocker. John Wheeler^ 
O. B. Jennings, ||Robert McCafferty, Gardner S. Chapin, Geo. H. De Forest, 
Edward Oppenheimer, H. L. Powers, J. Augustus Page, Charles Kellogg, P. K, 
Dickinson, M. Pappenheimer, Moses B. Maclay, John Boyd, L. Goldenberg, Cor
nelius O'Eeilly, Samuel Baron, Philip Stiner, Benjamin ^F. Trask, J. B. Smith 
PhilUp Zellenka, Geo. H. Scott, A. L. Eeed and Eichard W. Buckley. ' 

Special Notices. 
John Fransman's card appears in another column; he carries on a large husi-

neŝ i in iron railings, at One Hnndred and Fifth street and the Easfc Eiver and 
any business entrusted to him will be promptly taken care of. 

Attention is directed to Henry G. Cassidy's card, which appears elsewhere. 
His office is at No. 159 East Twenty-eighth street, where he transacts business in 
all matters connected with real estate. Mr. Cassidy has been long and favor
ably known to many owners of and investors in realty. 

Attention is called to Messrs. Maclay & Davies' card on another page. Thejr are 
well-known city surveyors and civil engineers, and have offices for the transac
tion of their large business at Nos, 180 and 231 Broadway, as well as at No. 24 East 
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BUILDING IIAT£BIAL MAKKET. 
BEICKS.—Common Hards have undergone no 

change so far as the general features of the mar
ket are concerned, sellers retaining abont all the 
advantage and the line of valuation reaching a still 
higher level. Consumption was unchecked, tbe con
dition of the weather permitting steady work, and if 
there was any stocic in excess of the wants of con
tractors dealers conld be found who were willing to 
handle it. Jer.seys are quoteit a t $7.a5@.7.76, 
with some of the best afc $8; " U p Rivers" 
at $r.50@8, and Haverstiaws $7.75@8.50, with 
extra at $,S.75 p j r M. Pales remain flrm at $4.25 
@4.75 per M, with some light Hards command
ing $5, and about all tbis class of stock sold up. North 
River fronts are in very good demand, and very scant 
ofCering of desirable stock with the market ruling 
fli-m at a recent advance of $1 per M on the leading 
brands of Croton Points. Fancy front stock firmly 
held. 

CEMENT.—No one has anything very bad to say 
about foreign stock, but there is a great deal of hinting 
as to how difficult it musfc be for the " other fellow " 
to keep business in good shape, and the evidences 
point to an undertone of decided inegularifcy from 
which even the choice brands must find it difficult to 
escape. For domestic there is an active and harden
ing market. Large amounts have been taken for ship
ment to the interior and coastwise, and local buyers 
find it a somewhat difficult matter^to.secure attention, 
esipecially when they want the favorite brands. In 
some cases $1.20 is still quoted though the general 
asking rate is $1.25 per bbl. 

HARDWARE.—Business continues slow on all out
lets and we hear less of the cheerful predictions about 
the good trade to come. We hear rumors, however, of 
occasional quiet cutting and it is quite likely that de
sirable customers could, by careful management, ob
tain some favors. 

LATH.—There is very little to say on this market. 
Exact values are somewhat uncertain, though $2 30 
seems to be considered inside, and how much higher 
will depend upon the competition over the next offer
ing. 

LIME.—It is a somewhat nominal market. Qnjjoth 
Eastern and State "former r a t e s " are stiir-quoted, 
but the position has scarcely undergone a good test of 
late, ana it will require more general operations to 
fully determine matters. 

LUMBER.—The general tendency is to still take a 
a favorable view of the situation, and most operators 
speak cheerfully of tbe present and hopefully of the 
future. The arrivals coastwise have thus far been ab
sorbed without much difficulty, and for some goods, 
especially good lengths of spruce, the demand is by 
no means satisfled, while the distribution is fair of 
most staple descriptions. The foreign outlet, how
ever, appears to give the most positive and regular 
movement, and afford the greatest advantage to sel
lers, the shipments already made having reduced and 
broken up assortments to some extent. The market, 
however, has not as yet reached a point where ship
pers are crowded fco any serious extent, and, indeed, 
on the contrary, their orders are r.-ceived with a great 
deal of consideration, and we find some of the dealers 
who cater to this outlet, frankly admitting a belief 
that the flush of the foreign orders will be satisfied 
within a few weeks, and that it is best not to waste 
time in attempting to force vames too high to possibly 
cut off many uiargins. 

Eastern Bpruce SLJli appears to find a market pretty 
closely balancing the unsold offering, and as a 
sequence is well maiotained in price, tue heavy stuff 
naturally showing the most positive flrmness. There 
is, however, no direct response to attempts at work
ing up a little " boom " and the fancy quotations, in 
which some reports seem to take pleasure in repeat
ing, are at ths best only a representation of what sel
lers would like lo get rather than of any thing they 
have as yet positively realized. Dealers do not care 
to stock up freely at extreme cost and the figures 
asked for specials have already turned some of the 
latter upon the product of the tiouthern mills. The 
general range on ramdonis Is quoted at $16.0. ©17.50, 
and on specials at $17.0i@19.ou with 5U@1.00 per M 
higher for extra difficult parcels. A large percentage 
of this week's arrivals were on orders. 

White Pine adapted to the export trade has not 
been a v«ry bad stock to have on hand of late, a 
steady inquiry keeping pretty much all dealers busy, 
and sustaining values very well, with souiC little gain 
made on the best grades of stock. The chances for the 
return of ihe Soutu American demand to this port are 
naturally becoming better as the season progresses.and 
the West Inula business continues good, but some of 
the trade think they can see signs oC a shrinkage ou 
the latter outlet not far distant and more accordingly. 
The home trade ia irregular, some dealers doing very 
well and ofchers making only a l ight distribution, with 
pretty much all buyers calculating upon immediate 
wants only and preferring to comeaga In two or three 
times rather than risk getting e\en a small sui plus. 
We notice also that coarse stuff seems to be doing 
somewhat better than the higher qualities on local 
and near-by orders. We quote at $l9@3i for West 
India shipping boards, $:J8@30 for South American 
do.; $l7(S>i8 for box boards, $18 50S>19 for extra do. 

Yellow Pine continues to receive a great many 
hard knocks and the Indigo colore d reports made 
upon this description of stock in some instances would 
lead to the inference of a hopelessly demoral
ized market. It is pretty bad for anybody making a 
determined effort to realize, but this plan of aciion is 
now conflned almost entirely to undesirable stocs 
and the cheerful undertone "noted for some weeks 
past makes headway. We hear few expectations of 
any decided buoyancy, but there is a hope that be
tween home and foreign orders the mills will all have 
something to do before the end of the year. The ac 
cumulation here lu first hands is working down slow
ly. We quote random cargoes, $20@2 do.; green 

. flooring boards. $22@S3 do; and dry do no. $24®-<!o.00. 
Cargoes at the South, $iu@14per M for rough and 
^20@,-2i for dressed. 

Hardwoods would be more active were the quality 
better, but a largo percentage of the stuff offered no 
one cares to handle and if sold at all it must be foroed 
at a slaughter. So long as pj-oducers persist in sending 
forward the rag lag and bob tail of the stock t h 
must expect low rates. Good lots of walnut, oak' 
hickory, ash, cherry and whitewood would all sell at 
a fair rate, though the latter description is a trifle 
under neglect a t the moment. We quoi^ at wholesale 
rates by carloadabout as follows: Walnut, "" 

115 per M; ash S35®45.00do.; oak, $40@50 do.: manle. 
$30®40 do., chesnut. $40@60 do ; cherry, 840®75 
do.; whitewood 14 and % inch, gS'^^as do., do. and 
do.; inch, $38@42; hickory, $35(ai65 do. 

Shingles appear to sell about as rapidly as ever and 
the principal dealers n por ta scant stofk all around. 
This supports prices readily and the tone is flrm. 
We quote Cypress at $9 00 per M for 5x-̂ 0, and 
$11.0o do. for 6x20 regularly assorted shippin,;; 
Pine shipping stock, $2 50 for 18-inch, and Eastern 
saw grades at $2 50@4.50 for wxteen-inch, as 
to quality and to quantity. Machine dressed cedar 
shingles quoted as follows: For 30-incfa $1U@22.25 for 
A and $28.?5®:J3.25 for No. 1; for 24 inch, $(;.50(ai6 for A 
and $16.75@23 for No. 1; for 20-inch, $5ai0.5J for A 
and $11.25^,11.75 for No. 1. 

The exports of lumber from the port of New York 
during the month of October last were the second 
largest, as compared with other months, since Janu
ary 1 and are as foUows: 

Feet. 
To West Indies 3,17 ',110 
To South America 2,809,013 
To East Indies 4!I6,059 
To Europe 4S,-200 

Total feet 6,586,982 
Previously reported this year 49.474,786 

Total since Jan. 1,18S2. feet 56,061,768 
Total, same time 1881. feet 00,440.703 

GENERAL LUMBER NOTES. 
STATE. 

ALBANY MARKET. 

The Argus reports for week ending October 31, as 
follows : 

There has been a good trade during the week, with 
a large attendance of buyers, who are putting In 
their winter slock before the general unpleasant 
weather of the last month of the season of navigation. 
Prices are flrmly held, owing to the Increased cost of 
freight, and fche last trip on the longtir routes is gen
erally at still higher rates. There is a fine stock of 
pine on the yards of all sizes and qualities. Spruce 
and Hemlock are in fair stock and in good demand. 
Hardwoods are in good supply, with a probability of 
higher prices, from increased cost of freight, when 
the canals are closed and the railroads have no com
petition. 

River freights are quoted : 
Per M feet 

ToNew York, ^ M f t $1.00(ai 25 
To Brideeport ®1 3Ti^ 
To New Haven -—®i .3 ;y , 
To Providence, Fall River and Newport . (g2.00 " 
ToPawtucket (g2 25 
ToNorwalk ®1 30 
ToHartford @8.C0 
ToNorwich ©2.00 
ToMiddletown ©1.75 
To New London ©1.75 
To Philadelphia ©2.00 

THE WEST. 

SAGINAW VALLEY. 

LUMBERMAN'S GAZETTE, I 
BAY CITY. Mich., OCT. 0, 882. ( 

Since our last report the Improved situation of the 
market has been more marked, and inquiries for 
stock have been quite nun. erous, especially for the. 
betier qualities, and quite a number of important 
transactions have resulted. 

Freights now stand at $1.75 from Bay City to Ohio, 
and $2.25 to Buffalo and T<.nawanda. The D. F. Rose 
was chartered to-day, however, at $2.50 to Tonawanda, 
but whether this will establish that as the rate is not 
certain, but it probably will. 

LUMBERMAN AND MANUFACTURER, ? 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. j 

With most of the lumber fraternity of the West it is 
more a question of how to get a supply to meet the 
demand and secure means of delivery than it is how 
and where to sell. The unusual, not to say extraor
dinary demand for lumber continues, acd values are 
fully maintained at all points. This is the busy sea
son for the manufacturer who is just closing up the 
year's sawing bills and iroubles. arranging plans and 
providing men and aneans to secure the crop of next 
.> ear's logs. During this pressure, as a rule, they pay 
little attention to the matter of selling lumber, and 
leave the trade to dealers and commission men, hence 
we flnd this week nearly all the lumbermen too busy to 
b J interviewed, but our gleanings amount to this, that 
the pro.spective log crop is the largest ever cut in the 
Northwest, and is growing daily larger. The full ca
pacity of the handling and shipping facilities is taxed, 
and everfbody behind their order for lumber with 
prices as firm as a rock in aU our Northwestern mar
kets. 

As usual the Chicago paper hints at cutting in prices 
at that point, but a letter from a well posted friend at 
that point, says: " We have never seen prices as firm 
in Chicago, both at the yards ami docks, although the 
heavy arrivals by lake make it difficult to handle the 
stuff, and in some cases holders will shade to avoid 
delay of vessels." 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

We have mail dates from Rio Janeiro to October Sth 
reporting as follows: 

Pitch P ine-The arrivals consist of 316,944 feet, per 
'•Asshur," from Satilla, which have been sold at 
40$500 per dozen. Market steady. Arrivals in Septem
ber 346,082 feet, against 727,693 feet in September, lfc81. 
Total arrivals since January 1, 6.383,151 feet, against 
5.801,167 same period, li:8l. 

White Pine—Arrivals, 88.242 feet per " Soskum-
meren," from New York, which have been sold at 115 
reis per foot. Market flrm. Arrivals in September, 226,-
304 feet, against 314,984 feet in September, 1881. Total 
arrivals since January 1, 2,122,755 feet, against 2,823,-
698 feet same period 1881. 

Swedish Pine—Arrivals, 503 dozen per " Messina," 
from Abo; 539 do., per "Cigara ," from Soderhamn 
and "Un ion" from Copenhagen. The first two car
goes have been warenoused and the latter has been 
sold on private terms. Arrivals in September, 5,621 
dozen, against 3,850 dozen in September, 1881. Total 
arrivals during the nine months, 16,680 dozen, against 
7,586 same period 1881. The market remains depressed 
owing to the recent heavy supply. 

Spruce Pine—The 402,811 feet per "Alice," from 
Portland, noticed in our last, have been warehoused. 
Tbe market oontinuea flat, under the influence of the 

heavy supply of Swedish pine. Arrivals in September, 
505,00.j feet, against 379,8;8 feet in September, 1891. 
Total arrivals since January 1, 2,i2t,232 feet, ngain.st 
669,774 feet same period 1881. 

ENGLAND. 
The London Timber Trade's Journal, with datf s to 

October 21, furnishes the_followiug on the Liverpool 
market: 

MeKsrs. Dimcan, Ewing & Co. offered for sale by 
auction on Wednesday, a cargo of Mobile henn pitch 
timber and sawn plank", just landed, and two parcels 
of East India teak plank. Th^re was a lair attend
ance of buyers, drawn chiefly from the local trade, 
and with good competition the cargo was dinposed of 
at the following rates:— 
Hewn pitch piue— 

31 to 65 feet. 21 to 20 inch deep. a3d. per foot. 
36 " r>3 " 21 " 2iMd. " 
45 " 60 " 20 " KM. 
38 " 44 '• 20 " IKWd. " 
55 '• 65 " 19 " mid. " 
50 " 54 " 19 " iSd 
33 " 49 " 19 " I7^<;d. " 
GO " 75 " la •• yji'a, " 
54 " 59 " 18 " Kd 
28 " 49 " 18 " lTi/,d. " 
55 " 05 " 17 " l'(i " 
50 '• 54 " 17 '* lO'M. " 
43 " 49 " 17 " lUd: " 
65 " 72 " 16 " iTd 
55 " .-iO " 10 " 1.55id. " 
46 " .54 " 16 •' 1.5^d. " 
.50 " 79 " 13 to 15 " ]r,i/.d. " 

Beam filling i.JdT " 
Sawn pitch pine planks— 

9 to 12 inch wide. 3 inch thick. V.l4d. " 
9 '• 13 " .} •' MUd. •• 
9 " 16 " 5 •' 1.5i.:id. " 
9 •' 12 " 5]4 & G " ir,i^;d. " 

Teak planks £'I5 7s. 6d. to .£16 5s7 per load. 
£16 7s. 6d. to .£17 15s. " 

NAILS.—Sellers continue to report a strong market 
at full rates and small broken assortments. Buyers. 
however, say they experience Itss dilTicuity in filling 
orders than a short time ago. and admit extreme rates 
only on small jobbin<; parcels. 

We quote at 101 to 60d, common fence and sheath
ing, per keg, $3.65; Sd aud 9d, common do., per keg. 
$4.00; Odand 7d, common do., per keg, $4.25; 4d and 
5d, common do , per keg, $4..^0; M, per keg, $5 3); 3d 
flne, per keg. $6.00; 2d, per keg, j-6.00. Cut spikes, all 
sizes, $4.00; floor, casing and box, S4.50a5.20; finish
ing. $4.75@5.50. 

Clinch Nails —1]4 inch, $6.25; i?^ inch, $6.00; 2 inch-
$5.75; 2i^2)2M inch. $5.50; 3 inch and longer. $5.25. 

PAINTS AND OILS.—A slow and at times some
what uncertain movement of supplies takes place, 
with the market irregular. As a rule the buyer can 
claim no positive advantage, hut picks up a compara
tively cheap invoice now and then, and alwavs fii ds 
sellers willing to negotiate The assortment availa
ble admits of any orainary selection, either as to 
quantity or quality. Linseed Oil .sells slowly at times 
and again quickens a trifle. There is not enough 
going out, however, to give holders nnicli advantage, 
and thB tone is tame on large i)arcels. We quote a t 
about .54@56c. for domestic, and 60,&62c. for Calcutta, 
from first hands. 

PITCH.—Demand without much animation, and the 
market showing no really new featnrfs. Stocks seem 
to be well managed anu prices held flnnly. We quoto 
at $2.3;;(ii2..50 for City, delivered, 

SPIRITS TUBPEN^TINE.-The majority of reports 
continue of a favorable character, and sellers general
ly appear to have the advantage, with much confidence 
manifested in the future. Supplies nre moderate, 
under very good control, and not many additions of 
imporran(!e expected for some time to come. Cost 
dropped off a little from former extremes, but shows 
no decided iinpre-ssion. As this report is closed, the 
quotations stand about 55®.57c. per gallon, according 
to quantity handled. 

TAR.—It has not been dimcnlt (o distribute a fair 
quantity of stock to ordinary outlets, and realize about 
former rate.«;. the market ruling firm. Stocks remain 
pretty well in hand. We quote ;f2.87K'(3,3 25 per bbl 
for Newberne and VVasbington, and S:i©:3.25 for Wil
mington, according to size of invoice. 

EEAL ESTATE 

CHAHLES i l . MOSfc\S, 

Real Estate and Insurance. 
'<!S1 .St. .Tames P l a r . - , K>-. . - k l y n . 

137 B R O A D W A Y . 
Ut town Office. 13rr BROADW4.Y 

i^tfeViTlLIVU T . xTIUVKU At KOiNN, K e a l 
^ Estate brokers. Auctioneers and Appredsers. 

Ul Broadway, Room J, and 
71 BROADWAY, Room 60. 

NEW YORK CITY 

J O H N J . OLAISTCSY; 

Real Estate Broker and Agent 
1788 B R O A D W A Y (near 58th nt.). 

H . H . C A r a n A N N , 

RE.A.L liST^TE, 
4 PINE STREET. AND 1673 BROADWAY. Chas. P. Dorrance, "̂ '̂ ^ »-«»««. 

RENTING AND COLLECTING A SPECIALTY. 
tl Madison avenue, northeast comer 26th gtreet. 
n r F . C O R W I T H , 
' ' • REAL E S T A T E , 

55 GREENPOINT AV., BROOKLYN, E. D. 
Renting and Ck>Ueoting a apfloUlty. 

mailto:7.75@8.50
mailto:17.0i@19.ou
mailto:5U@1.00
mailto:50@4.50
mailto:1U@22.25
mailto:4.75@5.50
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BUILDEBS' SUPPLIES. 

Terra Cotta Luniber, 
A new Fireproof Building Material 
Absolutely indestructible by fire, yet worked with 

edged tools like wood. 

Endorsed by Leading Archi tects 
and Buiiders. 

For particulars and samples call on the 

New York Terra Cotta Lumber Co., 
R o o m 6 8 , 7 1 B R O A B W A T . 

Bickelhonpt's Metallic Skyligbts. 

MANUFACTURED SOLELY WS 

BICKELHOI PT BROS.. 
2 1 8 TT. 3 7 t b S T R E E T , N . Y . 

No infringement on any other, are the cheapest 
and best. 

OT. A . « O O B W A R I ) , 
Successor to C. W. WOODWARD, 

STEAM ENGINES & STEAM FITTINGS, 
83 and 85 CENTRE STREET, New York City. 

EDELMEYER & MORGAN, 
(Successors to) 

MechaDics' and Builders' Hoisting Machine Co. 
ENDLESS LADDERS, STEAM HOD 

ELEVATORS AND HOISTING ENGINES TO LET. 
Sole Proprietors of Patent Right for J. POWER'? 

ENDLESS CHAIN LADDER HOD ELEVATOR 
-347 WEST 49TH ST., N. Y. All parties are cautioned 
against using any Machine that infringes on tht 
patent owned by tiiis company. 

A . I4. F A U r K E R E Jk CO. 
inPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS 

Foreign and Domestic 

>larble for Interior Work 
0 Ice and Warerooms, 

4 3 3 a n d 4 3 5 Tth A T . , n e a r 34 tU St . 

McBAIlSr & M A R R F . Y , 
North River Blue Stone & Flagging, 

551 to 555 West 38th Street, 
Bet. 10th and llth Avs. NEW YORK 

JOHN DEWHTJKST, 
PLAIN & ORNAMENTAL PLASTERER, 

1 obbing attended to. SHOP 160 W. 49 8T. 

PUNCAN PLACK, 
S T A I R B U I L D E R 

151 & 163 East 128th St. 
SYLVESTER DONOVAN, 

BLUE STONE YARD 
l l t b A T . n e a r 3 9 t l i S t . , N . T . 

H . H . BA YJI-EIS & Co., 
Manufacturers ef Sheet and Cast-iroD Exhaust Venti
lators and Chinaney Caps, all sizes. Qalvanized Cans, 
Pails, Coal Hods. &c. 243 Water ittreet. New York. 

J . W . & H. C. MORAN, 

BLUE STONE DEALERS 
H a m i l t o n A v . Cor. R i c k s S t . , B r o o k l y u 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

J. F . mtcGONNOCHLIE;, 

D U M B W A I T E R S , 
1777 BBOADWAY, bet. 6701 and SSth Sts. 

KOWE & DENMAJ ,̂ 

Mason's Building Material Yards 
ioS ac 3 6 0 W e s t S t r e e t , 

F o o t W e s t 5 6 t l i S t . , N e i s r T o r k . 
Also, address. Box 17, Mechanics' and Traders' Ex

change, 198 Broadway. Sole agents in New York for 
B U R N S , R U S S E L I i & CO.'S 

C e l e b r a t e d B a l t i m o r e F r o n t B r i c k s , 
General Dealers in 

E N G I i l S H A N D ABTERICAIV 

P O R T I . A N D C E M E N T 

CLARK'S ISLAND 
G r a n i t e Q u a r r i e s of Rockland,Me 

Estimates given for B u i l d i n g 
EMmeusfons , and m i o n n n i e n t a l 
i V o r k i u O r a n i t e , with exta-a 
facilities for dispatch and beauty of 
finish. 

MARK & ST. JOHN, 
OWNERS AND PROPKIETOKS, 

Office, 83 and 84 Astor House, N. 1 . 

C h e s e b r o & 'Whi t raan , 

nnmncEiEDm: 
PAINTERS' & MASONS' SCAFFOLDING, 

?9th St. and 3d Av., N. Y., and 26 High St.. Brooklyn 

B[ . T A ¥ I < O R , 

S T A I R B U I L D E R , 
128TH STREET AND 8TH AVENUE, 

HE R I D f R COiMPRESSION 
P U O T P I K O E N U I N G . 

(Hot Air), 
For city or country residenc e 

where it is required to raise a su p 
ply of water, is the most Perfect 
PumpingMacUn-.iu the marset. 
Its uiarv<iJlous Simplicity, abso-
iute S'fety, great Ecoiioniy, and 
Effectiveness render it far super
ior to all others. Can be run by 
any inexperienced person. Send 
for catalogue and price list to 

GAMMtYER & SAYER. 
.93 Liberty St., N. Y.. and 

am 20 W. Lake St., Chicago, 111. 

% A R T I 6 T I C """"H^S Boot. 
S T A I N E D GUASS, 

J . & R. L A M B , I NEW 
59 Carmine St. D E S I G N S . 

Hair! Hair!! Hair!!! 
A WLcNEELir, Wholesale Dealer in 
^* P L A S T E R I N G H A I R , 

Nos. 28 AND 30 ADELPHI STREET, 
8«»t Flushing and Park Avs., BROOKLYN 

F i n e O o a t H a i r a S p e c i a l t y . 
iftiers supplied with fackaqes to sut th". Tro I 

Box 287. Mechanics' * Traders' Exshanare 

PECK, MAtiTO & CO., 
Successors to 

S. S. P E C K & SON, 
Dealers in all kinds of 

Masons' Euilding Materials, 
FOOT 30TH STREET, NORTH RIVER. 

FOOT SPRING STREET, NORTH RIVER. 
FOOT 48TH S T R E E T , EAST RIVER. 

FOOT 74TH S T R E E T , EAST RIVER. 
128TH STREET AND HARLEM RIVER. 

J. S. PECK. NATHAN PECK. ROBERT C. MARTIN. 

CANDA & KANE, 
Masons' Buildmg Materials, 

Foot of 51st and 52d Streets, North River, 
Uth Street, East River, and 

Mechanics' and Traders' Exchange, 198 Broadway. 
Box 33. NEWYORK. 

' o BH M. OASOA. JOHB P . KLSK 

LUMBEE DEALERS. 

BELL BROTHERS, 

SPRUCE TIMBER 
I J t l i A V E N U E A N D 2 l s t S T R E E T . 

Telephone Call 21st Station. 121. 

JOHN R. GRAHAM, 

M A H O G A N Y 
Sa-vr Mi l l a n d Y a r d , 30tK <treet a n d l l t l i 

A v e n u e , N e w Yorlc. 

JOHN F. CARR, 
Hard Wood, Pine and California 

KED WOOD LUMBER 
54:3 t o 557 W e s t aSd St. 

D A N N A T So P E L L 
f laving erected a substantial weather-proof building 
" • upon one of our yards, embracing 22 city lotp. 
we are prepared to furnish thoroughly 

î easoned Lumber 
and Mahogany, 

at lowest current rates. Black Walnut and otter 
Hard Woods a specialty. MICHIGAN and CANADA 
PINE, together with every other article in the trade. 
Yards, foot of BROOME and DELANCEr STS., E. R. 

WHITE PINE TIMBER. 
Bills sawn to order up to 80 feet long. 

E. P . T r A I i I < I N « , 7 2 W^all S t r e e t , N . JI 

CRANE & CLARK. 

Lumber and Timber, 
F o o t o f SOth S t r e e t , N o r t l t R i v e r . ' 

DEALER IN 

j-» TJ 3!^ iio : H I £ ^ 
COR. IITH AV. & 22D ST., N E W YORE:. 
Mahogany, Pine, Whitewood, Hickory, Chestnut 

Maple, BasBwood, Cherry, Beech, Oak, Ash, Birch 
Butternut, Black Walnut. &c. TermB. Cash upon 
delivery. 

eEORGE HAGEMEYER, 
DEALER IS 

Mahoganv and Walnut 
Ash, Oak, Cherry, Maple, Whitewood, Butternut 

Ac, &c. 
F O O T E A S T E l i E V E N T H S T . , N. Y . 

E. W. VANDERBILT. E . M. HOPEIN8. 
V A N D E R R I l i T A: H O P K BNS, 

Railroad Ties. Car and Railroad Lnm 
ber, White and Yellow Pine and Oak, 

NO. 120 LIBERTY STREET, NEW YORK. 
Also North Caroline Pine Boards, Plank and Dime n-

lon Lum ber to Order. General Railroad Supplies. 

•BUILDER'S SUPPLIES. 

FLAG POLES; 
CLOTHES POLES AND SCAFFOLD POLES. 

Floors Caulked and Warranted Tight. 

J O H N P. ^ ^ A L S H , 
3 5 0 West S t r e e t . 

LOUIS BOSSERT, 
LUMBER, AND DOORS. 

MOULDING, CEILING, 
SASHES, BLINDS SIDING 

PINE AND 
SPRCOE 

FLOORING. &c. 

MOULDING AND PLANING MILL, 
IM, 3 0 , 3 2 , 2 4 , 2 6 , 2 8 & 3 0 J o l i n s o i i A v e . 

B r o o k l y n , E . D . 

BRASS 
MEMORIAUTABUETS, 

F o r C^liiirclies, 
Made to order by 

J. CAIMS, 210 Grand St., New York. 

IA MEIS BR00K8, 
tlANITFACTlIREH OF 

F a c t o r y , 5 5 t b S t . , a n d H t b A v e , , 

N e w Y o r k . 
^^^T'MASONS ANP FABMUBS SPPPLIED.^«» 


