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ON E of the na tu ra l , though a t the same time surpr is ing, 

resul t s t h a t have grown out of the bui lding boom t h a t 

the s tee l -const ruct ion h igh-bui ld ing created, is the ap ­

pea rance of the na ' iona l as l i s t inc t from the local 

builder. Until wi thin a compara t ive ly recen t period the prac t ice 

was to employ a local a rch i tec t and local con t r ac to r s and sub­

con t rac to r s . Th is applied a lmost invar iab ly to the ea r ly high 

bui ldings in this a n d o ther cities. The a rch i tec t was the first 

to b reak a w a y from th is prac t ice and to compete with local 

a rch i t ec t s for plans, hu t the con t rac to r was still more t h a n 

likely to be a local man . 

Once the a rch i tec t got a w a y from home a n d m a d e the a c ­

q u a i n t a n c e of the con t rac to r s in o ther places, i t followed t h a t 

the re would be a movemen t t ha t would m a k e the con t r ac to r as 

whose member s a re p repared to u n d e r t a k e the cons t ruc t ion of 

a n y building, no m a t t e r how extens ive or in w h a t p a r t of the 

count ry the si te m a y be located. I t is ha rd ly necessary to point 

out t ha t the owner benefits from the fact t h a t his choice is no 

longer confined to the local con t rac to r whose experience, p lant , 

force and m e a n s were limited in the sense app ly ing to such 

th ings now, though they m a y have been extensive for thei r 

t ime. 

A m o n g the still smal l list of these g r e a t na t iona l a r ch i t e c tu r a l 

con t rac to r s , the n a m e mos t fami l iar to New Yorke r s is the 

George A, Pu l l e r Company, which indeed s t a n d s a t the head of 

the list, and in every respect is typical of the best response to the 

needs of the colossal indus t ry t h a t cons t ruc t ion h a s become 

th rough the i i inovat icn of ori.ginal methods of developing u r b a n 

GROUP OF" BUILDINGS ON MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Constructed by tbe George A. Fuller Co,. Builders. 

pe rvas ive as the archi tec t . This was assis ted also by the move­

m e n t s of capi ta l t h a t desir ing to par t ic ipa te in the profits of a 

new sys tem of building, a m o u n t i n g a lmost to a revolut ion, a n d 

not a l w a y s being able to secure a su i table opening a t home 

sough t o ther desi rable fields. Capi ta l n a m e d the a rch i t ec t and 

experience in one case, in a large measure , de te rmined ttie con­

t r ac to r for ano ther . 

I t became a fact, too, t h a t the field opened by steel const ruct ion 

for the more profitable employment of land was so wide, and 

offered such a t t r a c t i v e oppor tuni t ies for m o n e y - m a k i n g t h a t 

la rge capi ta l h a s come into t h e bui lding business , so t h a t new 

records have been es tabl i shed in t h a t respect a lso; t h a t is to say, 

t ha t the con t rac to r of t w e n t y yea r s ago offers no compar ison 

to the con t rac to r of to -day in ei ther means , ex t en t of p l an t or 

force, or of experience in the many difTicult problems t h a t the 

work of cons t ruc t ion now presents . E v e n the building of the 

Pacific ra i l roads, probably the l a rges t individual work t ha t could 

be cited, affords no paral le l to th is case, because they were more 

often than not the work of cOTistruction companies whose owner-

s"np v.'as more or less widely dis t r ibuted. 

I t has come to pass , then , t h a t the re is no select class of a rch i ­

tec tura l cont rac tors , which m a y be proper ly called na t iona l , and 

rea l ty resources . This company was incorpora ted only ten y e a r s 

ago, bu t has in t h i in terval carr ied out con t r ac t s to the a m o u n t of 

over $00,000,000, a n d h a s th is yea r alone work in h a n d r e p r e ­

sen t ing an expend i tu re in round figures of $12,000,000. These 

figures a r e cer ta in ly r ep resen ta t ive of a colossal i ndus t ry and, 

in their extent , of u p - t o - d a t e development . I t would be impos­

sible to find such a n o t h e r record in the a rch ives of the o ld - t ime 

con t r ac t firms, even of those t h a t lead the building movemen t* 

of thei r day . 

1 he George A, Fu l le r Company began their life in Chicago, a n d 

the secret of their success is in hav ing a t their head the gentle­

m a n for whom the company is named, who, previous to o r g a n i ­

zat ion, had had a large exper ience as a con t r ac to r and builder, 

and who had the capaci ty to gauge the needs of the t imes a n d 

the m e a n s to supply them. The success of the company w a s 

rapid. They buil t most of the new high bui ldings in Chicagc 

and, sp read ing out, secured con t r ac t s in all the i m p o r t a n t cit ies 

eas t of t h a t point. Th ree yea r s ago they found it desirable to 

move their h e a d q u a r t e r s to New York, where they have car r ied 

out numerous con t r ac t s with such success t h a t they m a y be 

called the leading con t rac t bui lders of the metropol is , and a t the 

m o m e n t have u n d e r w a y the const ruct ion of the l a rges t office 
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NORTH AMERICAN TRUST CO.'S BUILDING, 
New York Ciiy. 

Bruce Price, Arcliiteet, 

CHESEBROUGH BUILDING, 
New Yrrk City. 

Clin 'ou & RDSSPU, Architeola. 

EVENING STAR BUILDING, 
Washington D, C 
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LINCOLN TRUST BUILDING, 
St, Louis, Mo, Eames & Young, Arcliitects. 
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DKOADWAY CHAMBERS, 
New York City. 

Casa Gilbert, Architect. 
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ATLANTIC TRUST CO.' BUILDING. 
Eal t imore, Md. 

HOTEL E S S E y , 
Boston Mass 

Chicago, 111. 
THE TEMPLE, 

B u r n h a m & Roots, Arthi tccta , 
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MARQUETTE BUILDING, 
ChiGago, 111. Holablrd & Roche. Architects. Chicago, 111. 

•THE FAIR." 
Jenney & Mundie, Architects. 
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WATHUSETTS AND KATAHDIN BUILDINGS, 
Chicago, Hi, Holabird & Roche, Artihitects 

building ever p lanned in this city the Broad E x c h a n g e Build­

ing, which will also have the dist inct ion of being the l a rges t 

office building in the world, besides much o ther work. 

An enumera t ion in detai l of the bui ldings the George A. Fu l l e r 

Company have erected in their ten yea r s ' life would be unneces­

sary, and consume too much space, bu t it m a y be in te res t ing to 

note t h a t ihe p rominen t ones only include 3 i in Chicago, 5 in 

New York, 4 in Boston, 2 in St. Louis . 1 in At l an ta , Ga., 1 in 

Buffalo, and 1 in P i t t sbu rg . The company has in h a n d a t the 

present t ime 3 in New York. 3 in Boston, 2 in Chicago, 2 in Ba l ­

t imore, 2 in Wash ing ton and 1 in St Louis . These 61 a r e all 

really la rge and prominent buildings, and include designs from 

all the most p rominen t and best a rch i t ec t s in the count ry . The 

designs of some a re reproduced, a n d will serve to show the 

c h a r a c t e r of the work of the company. Besides these the com­

p a n y has buil t m a n y smal ler mercant i le s t ruc tu re s , schools, res i ­

dences, etc. The minor work includes much t h a t h a s the h ighes t 

meri t from an a r t i s t i c s t andpo in t of view, pa r t i cu ia r ly t h a t dons 

in the Wor ld ' s Columbian Expos i t ion grounds , a m o n g which it is 

a p leasure to recall the Vic tor ia House, Grea t Br i t a in , owner ; 

New T o r k Sta te Building, " P u c k " Building, W h i t e S ta r Bui ld­

ing, ail t h ree from p lans of McKim, Mead & W h i t e ; B a k e r P a ­

vilion. Car re re & H a s t i n g s , a r ch i t ec t s ; Vene t i an M u r a n o Build­

ing, a r d the F r e n c h Na t iona l Pavi l ion. 

The pr incipal bui ldings erected in this city by the company 

BRAZEP. BUILDING. 
Boston, Mass. Cass Gilbert, Architect. 

a r e : B r o a d w a y Chambers , Cass Gilbert , a rch i tec t ; N o r t h Amer i ­

can T r u s t Building, Bruce Price, a rch i tec t ; B a t t e r y P a r k and 

Chesebrough Buildings, Clinton & Russel l , a rch i tec t s . They a re 

now cons t ruc t ing , from p lans of the l a s t -named firm of a rch i ­

tects , the Bi'oad Exchange , and Victor Bui ldings , and the Im­

por te r s ' Building, of which H. J. H a r d e n b e r g h is the archi tec t . 

Thei r i m p o r t a n t work in h a n d in o the r cit ies consis ts of the 

Illinois T h e a t r e and Montgomery W a r d Building, in Chicago, 

the l a t t e r being one of the most mass ive bui ld ings there , h a v i n g 

a tower 385 feet h igh; the Hotel Lenox, Hotel Essex , R ive rbank 

Court , an enormous a p a r t m e n t house ; South St, T r u s t and 

P roc to r buildings, Boston; Wi l la rd Hote l and " E v e n i n g S t a r " 

Building, W a s h i n g t o n ; Gua rd i an Trus t , At lan t ic Trus t and Cal­

ve r t bui ldings, Ba l t imore ; and the Lincoln Trus t , the la rges t 

office bui lding in St. Louis . 

All this, of course, m e a n s a cumula t ion of experience in tech­

nical detai ls of cons t ruc t ion and in meet ing the problems t h a t 

si tes a n d sales p re sen t t h a t is of priceless va lue . I t also m e a n s 

an a c q u a i n t a n c e wi th and command of the m a r k e t for ma te r i a l s 

t h a t a bui lder whose opera t ions a re confined to one local i ty of 

l imited a rea does not possess. And, fir.ally, it m e a n s a per­

m a n e n t organiza t ion of p lan t force and mo.iey to hand le the 

biggest jobs on the shor tes t notice. All these th ings the n a ­

t ional bui lder places a t the disposal of the owner, a n d hence his 

success. 

CALVERT BUILDING. 
Baltimore, Md. 


